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« T have laid before you, Mr. Speaker, | think with sufficient cleammess, the connection of the Ministers 
« with Mr. Atkinson at the general election ; I have laid open to you the couneciion of Atkinson and 
Benfield; Thave shown Benfield’s employment of his wealth, in treating partiamentary taterest, to 


piv 


ure a ministerial protection; I have set before your eyes his large conecrn in the debt of the Nabob 


«of Arcot, his practices to hide that concern froin the public eye, and the liberal protection which he has 


Vi 


«“ poocived fram the minister. If this chain of ciroumstances does not lead you necessarily to conclude, that 


*¢ ihe 


* 2th 


minister has paid to the avarice of Benfield the services done, by Benfivid’s connections, to his 
nbition, 1 do not know any thing short of the confession of the party that cau persuade you of his 





“ oult.”"——Burxr, Speech on the Nabob of Arcot’s debts, 28th Feb, 1785. 
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TO MR. CANNING, 
THE PRESENT, TREASURER OF THE NAVY, 
LETTER IL. 

Sixn,———-[n resuming the discussion, be- 
gun in the foregoing Letter (p.689), we must 
bear in mind, that the cause, whence I was 
induced to address you, was, a threat against 
all persons concerned in conducting the Press 


oi this country, bidding the Editors thereof 


tu ‘* take notice and receive warning, that a 
‘ creat change has now taken place in the 
‘ system of forbearance hitherto adhered to, 
and declaring that a new*a@ra has now be- 
“ can ;" which threat was conveyed to the 
public ina printed paper, in the Cracle, pur- 
porting to be a speech delivered by you, in 
the House of Commons, on the 2d instant. 
The author, or publisher, of the. several ar- 
ticles, of which the last-mentioned was the 
not ranarkable, having stuted, as the ground 
of tre threat, that Mr, Grey and other gen- 
emen of thes@pposition had complained of 
the publication of a libel on the Honse- of 


Comnions, it behoves us, as was proposed .in 
p. OS4, to inquire into the nature and ten- 
ceucy of the libel, published in the. Oracle 


al complained of by Mr. Grey, cormpared 
\ith publications in general touching upon 
tie proceedings in parliarnent; whence we 
\ il beable to judge of the propriety and de- 
ccucy of proclaiming the commencement of 
a new ara,” merely because.the publisher 
| that libel had been brought before the 
itouse, imprisoned: a tew-days in the cham- 
vers of Westminster Hall, aud then released 
Wwi'h a reprimiand from the Speaker. 

It is hardly intended, in this ‘‘ new @ra,” 
‘iurely to prevent the press from comment- 
iy upon the procecdiags in parliament ;°be- 
Ciuse such prevention would, of course, ex- 
‘ond to all the bills. introduced and -all the 
Sls passed; and, if the press must not make 
representations of the evil tendency of. bills 
dud acts, to boast of the liberty of the press, 
' call that liberty ‘the paliadium of free 
tien,” is only to expose ourselves to ridi- 
“ve and contempt. Is it the speeches, which 

we pet to comment ppon, after the com- 


— 





mencement of the ‘ new zra,"’ announced 
in the Oracle? But, to prevent this,, a very 
important step is previously necessary; to 
wit; to prevent the printing and publishing 
of those speeches ; for, unless that were done, 
to prevent the printing and publishing of 
comments on the speeches would be tomake 
every member of parliament a licenced libel- 
ler. A man would, in sueh case, have no- 
thing to do but to obtain a seat for a few days, 
just long enough to give him time to make 
three or four motions and speeches, and: he 
might, with perfect impunity, send forth, all 
over Lire world, and put upon record for ever, 
charges of the most infamous pature against 
every one, whose reputation he might wish 
to destroy. Am I told, that a person so de- 
famed would have the law to avenge him? 
Avenge him or wiom, and iow? On the 
printer and publisher, mot on the maker of 
the specch, who ty pF from ell inqui- 
ries a3 to what may gay in parliament. 
And, how, is sich, injured person to be 
avenged ? Will the patishment of the printer 
aind-publisher avenge him ? Will that afford 
him redress? Will that destroy the effect of 
the defamation ?. Where, then, is he, in such 
case, to seek for protection to his character, 
except through the same channel, which hay 
conveyed to the world the libel against him 
Yet, if the«loctrine, that it is unlawful’ 
comment upon, speeches of members of pr 
liament, be maintained, if this be the ¢ 
trine to be adhered ito in the ‘‘ new were + 
person so defamed mustmot make use ¢ 
press even to defend his character, be 
in, the case supposed (and sueh cases bg 
quently arisen), he could¢not do it’ 
commenting on the speegh of a, 
of parliament. But, why seek any ¢ 


_than that now before us? Mr, Sto 


stigated to publish an infamous li 
Liouse of Commons; complaiz 
againgt him by the members of 
tion ; he is imprisoned and p 


-and, because of it, he, undery 
_speech.of yours, most grossly ¥ 


ductors of, all the public: pry 
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bidding them, and that, too, in the most as- 
suming and offensive manner, to “‘ take no- 
‘* tice and receive warning” of the cessation 
of forbearance, and of the commencement of 


a “new zra.” And, merely because this 
threat is published as the speech of a mem- 
ber of parliament, must none of us, the par- 
ties threatened, comment upon it? Must we 
hang our heads, slink about as if we were 
guilty, seeming to acknowledge that we exer- 
‘cise our profession, andeven that we wear our 
ears, by mere indulgence? Dol, then, contend 
‘forthe right of calling members of parliament 
to an account for what they say in their pla- 
ces, of criticising every word that drops 
from their lips, and thus preventing them 
from freely speaking their minds ? No such 
thing. It is not what they say im their 
places, but what is printed and published 
under their names, that I claim the right to 
comment on, to criticise, to praise, to ridi- 
cule, or to censure. Am I told, that such 
_ publications are neither made nor authorized 
by the persons, under whose names they 
appear? Sometimes they are not. But that 
circumstance can have no weight. ‘The pub- 
lication is made, and, being sade, I may, 
without at all offending against the privilege 
of parliament, make on it any remarks that 
i choose. Will it be said, that, then, two 
conductors of public papers, one by publish- 
ing a report of the speeches, and the other 
by commenting on them, when reported, 
may, with impunity, represent as fools or 
knaves, any of the members of parliament, 
against whom they may, for whatever rea- 
sons, choose t6 combine their mischievous 
talents? Not with impunity, Sir. No; the 
parliament as a body, and its members 
individually, have, at all times, in their hands 
ample powers for the prevention of such at- 
tacks upon them. ‘They, or either of them, 
can, in the first place, prevent their speeches 
from being heard by any persons but them- 
selves ; if they indulge us with the hearing; 
they can prevent us from taking down their 
speeches ; and, they can punish, at their 
discretion, any one who pul/ishes a report 
of any speech or speeches delivered in cither 
House. Is any thing more wanted to pte- 
serve their proceedings from, the rude totch 
of the press ? They aave only to enforce their 
own standing ordets, and ‘then no ont can 
comment on their speeches, without be- 
coming liable to punishment at their own 
discretion; but, while those orders are not 
enforced, while people are suffered to take 
down and to publish the speeches, and while 
the means of taking them down, while ad- 
muission to the gallery of the House ef Com- 
mons, is sold, and sold; too, at a very bigh 
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price ; * while this is the case, shall we be 
forbidden to comment upon publications thus 
produced, especially when we consider, that 
these publications frequently contain very se- 
vere animadversions upon individuals as wel! 
as upon bodies of men? The truth, is, that 
the speeches have, for so long a time, beep 
suifered to be taken down and published, that 
there is now little reason to suppose, that the 
practice will ever be put a stop to; and, the 
right of commenting upon what has been 
printed and published is so evident, that it is 
not likely it should ever be seriously called in 
question. ‘The same rules, therefore, that 
are observed with respect to other publica- 
tions will, of course, be observed with res- 
pect to comments upon proceedings in par- 
liament. If they be neither seditious nor 
libellous, in the eye of the law, as that law 
is interpreted in other cases, they ought to be 
regarded as innocent; and if they be sedi- 
tious or libellous, they ought to be regarded 





as criminal; the only difference being, that 
each House possesses, as it ought to possess, 
the right of inflicting immediate punishment, 
without having recourse to any other tribu- 
nal. Here, then, we come, Sir, to the 
point in view, namely, whether the libel 
published by Mr. Stuart, and inserted in 
p. 673, was, or was not, libellous, and whe- 
ther it did, or did not, exhibit a wide depar- 
ture from the practice which those who con- 
duct the press of this country have generally 
observed with regard to the decisions of parlia- 
ment as well as to the speeches, or imputed 
speeches, of its members. It was no ordinary 
measure, on which the writer in the Oracle 
Was commenting : it was not on a regulation 
or law, the expediency or inexpediency 0! 
which had become matter of dispute ; itwasa 
decision upon a most important subject, a 80- 
Jemn decision of the House of Commons, 
.and that, too, let it be remembered, in the 
| judicig! capacity of that House. The majo- 
“rity of the House were termed “ “eT 

“« judges ;" their decision was. called 4 


"< presumptuous” one, *“* directed amd ¢n- 
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* This circumstance is not igtrodueed for 
the purpose of swelling out an enumeration. 
I am ready to prove the fact I here allude to. 
I am ready to prove, not only that the door- 
keepers of the House of Commons take 
money for admitting persons into the gel 
nik but, that they demand money — 
admission, and that they éurz nS 
who refuse to come. i to Aer demand 
Whether these practices be sanctioned by, of 
known to, thesuperiors ofthesedoor-keepe!, 
I know not, but of their existence 1am ei 





tain, and am ready to produce proof. 
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« forced by the vtolence of the times; and, 
the whole proceeding was imputed to “* party 
« rancour aud popular clamour.” 
was audaciously libellous will, surely, not ad- 
mit of a doubt, especially with those who 
have affixed the epithet ‘* libellous” to the 
rts of the Naval Commissioners ; and, 
“r, | think, it may be safely asserted, that a 
libel so audacious was never before, in any 
English print, your weekly paper (of which 
more hereafter) not excepted, published 
inst either House of Parliament. And, 
because a libel like this, published in a mi- 
nisterial paper, be noticed by the Opposi- 
n, area// theprints in England to be direst 
ened with a total change of the system upon 
which they have been conducted! Are we, 
for tlis cause, to be bidden to tremble, and 
to hear proclaimed a ‘* mew @ra” in the his- 
tory of the press! At this moment there oc- 
cur to me only two instances of serious pro- 
ceedings against printers, publishers, or au- 
thors, for breach of parliamentary privilege 
in their publications; I mean those relating 
to Mr. Reeves in 1795, in the House of Com- 
mons, and those relating to Mr. Perry, in 
1708, in the House of Lords. Mr. Reeves 
wrote a pamphlet, in which was the follow- 
ing passage: ‘* The government of England 
‘is amonarchy, the monarch is the ancient 
“ stock, from which have sprung those 
“ goodly branches of the legislature, the 
“Lords and Commons, that at the same 
time give ornament to the tree, and afford 


der it. But, these are stil] only branches, 
and derive their origin and nutriment 
trom their common parent; they may be 
‘ lopped off, and the tree is a tree still; 
shorn, indeed, of its honours, but not, 
' like them, cast into the fire. The kingly 
government may-.go on, in all its func- 
ons, without Lords or Commons: it has 
heretofore done so for years together, and, 
in our times, it does so during every recess 
ot parliament; but, without the King his 
™ parliament is no more.” _ Of this passage, 
respecung which I have before given an opi- 
ion to which I still adhere, I shall only fur- 
‘er observe, at present, that the House de- 
Clared it to be ‘‘ a malicious, scandalous, and 
. seditious lilel,” that the author was ordered 
‘o be prosecuted by the law officers of the 
‘town, and that, amongst the personswhovoted 
‘or these measures, were yourself and Mr. 
Pitt, by whom no struggle was made to save | 
‘vir. Reeves, who, howevér, found protection 
n'a yury, in the Court of King’s Bench. The | 
“air of Mr. Perry terminated more serious- 
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following paragraph: “ The House of Lords 
“* must now be admitted to be highly im- 
portant as a political assembly, notwith- 
** standing it has, of late, appeared to be no- 
| * thing more than a chamber where the mi- 
*« nister’s edicts are registered for forms’ 


| «c 


‘* sake. Some of their lordships are deter- 
| * mined to vindicate their importance. It is 
** there that the dresses of the Opera dancers 
** are regulated! One of the Roman Empe- 
‘* rors recommended to the Senate, when 
« they were good for nothing else, to diseuss 
‘© what was the best sauce fora turbot. To 
‘« regulate the length of apetticoat isa much 
‘* more genteel employment.’’ ‘This para- 
graph, which was certainly a gross libel, Mr. 
Perry declared, that he never saw, till it was 
too late to stop the circulation of the paper 
which contained it. He acknowledged that 





it was a gross and scandalous libel; that it 
expressed sentiments which he had never en- 
tertained ; that he was deeply penetrated 
with sorrow for its having appeared in his pa- 
per; and that, the Printer, being perfectly 
innocent of all intention to offend, he, Mr. 
Perry, humbly hoped that their lordships 





shelter to those who seek protection un- | 








He published in his paper, the Morning | 


\Lronicle of the 19th of March, 1798, the 
| 


would pardon him, whatever might be their 
determination with respect to himself. Both 
Proprietor and Printer were, however, fined 
eacly 50]. besides being obliged to pay nearly 
50}. each in fees; and were imprisoned in 
Newgate for the space of three months. 
Now, Sir, compare these libels and the pro- 
ceedings thereon, with the libel which Mr. 
Stuart was instigated to publish and the sub- 
sequent proceedings relative thereto. Mr. 
Reeves’s was a metaphorical libel ; fw peo- 
ple could possibly suppose that it was written 
or published with any evil intention; its 
meaning admitted of many interpretations ; 
and, at last, though almost every ‘public print 
in London had, in the interim, joined in the 
cry against him, a jury determined, that it 
was no libel at all. The libel published by 

fr. Perry called loudly for animadversion : 
it was disrespectful and. contemptuous in a 
very high degree : it was as. false, but it was 
not nearly so medicious asthe libel, which 
Mr. Stuart was induced to publish, and 
which accuses the House cf Commons of 
having, in their judicial capacity, passed an 
unjust judgment from foolwh or wicked mo- 
tives, than which, in my opinion, it is 
impossible to conceive aby thing more 
libellous in itself, or more likely to be pro- 
ductive of mischievous consequences. ‘Then, 
as to the subsequent conduct of the gentl:- 
men, of whom weare speaking; Mr. Perry 
clearly acknowledges the libeliousness of the 
publication, states his ignorance-of its incer- 
tion, and his dee> cegret at its having besa 
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inserted. -Mr. Siuart comes with his mouth 
teeming with praises of the person, for cen- 
‘suring whose conduct he had libelled the 
House: he comes with a statement of his 
‘own virtues. and services: he very nearly 
tells the House, that, had it not been for 
him and Lord Melville, they would not have 
been in existence either to pardon the one or 
to condemn the other. Mr. Perry did no- 
‘thing of this sort; be attempted no justifica- 
tion; tendered.no set-off; offered no imper- 
tinent ssuggestions ; threw out no saucy in- 
sinuations against either side, or any member 
of the House: yet, was he, and his printer 
along with him, fined in a considerable sum, 
and imprisoned three months ip Newgate. 
And now, behold, because a ministerial 
writer, or rather printer, has not been suffer- 
ed openly and. unequivocally to charge the 
House of Commons with intemperance, 
presumption, and injustice in a decision, in 
their judicial capacity ; because he has not 
been suffered to do this with perfect impu- 
nity, all of us, who are concerned in the con- 
ducting of the press, are to be told that ‘‘ a 
** new @ra has began,” and are to be threat- 
ened with a total change of the system of 
** forbearance,” as it is called, under which 
we have’ hitherto written and published !— 
Very wide indeed is the difference between 
censuring the language, opimions, and con- 
duct of individual members, or of parties, 
and censuring the decisions of either House 
of parliament, particularly décisions in its ju- 
dicial capacity ; but, in censures of the for- 
mer description, there are vety few of the 
public prints which have not refrained from 
asperity of language when speaking of the 
conduct of members of parliament, as mem- 
bers of parliament; or, at least, which have 
not exercised a greater degree of cautiousness 
in such cases than in any other; and, if this 
practice has been departed from in any one 
instance more than :n al! others put together, 


it has been in that of the newspaper, of 


which you, Sir, was the principal conductor. 
Thisdeads us to the rH1xp point which I 
pased to consider, that is to say, the injudi- 
_clousness of the writer in the Oracle in se- 
lecting your name, under which to publish a 
threat dgainst the editors of public papers, 
ard that of Sir [serry Mildmay, under which 
to make. a sort of protest against an alleged 
atteyapt to abridge the liberty of the press as 
to parliamentary proceedings. That you 
were the principal conductor of the news- 
paper, poate in 3707 and_ 1798, called 
the, *‘ Anti-Jacobin, or Weekly Examiner,” 
38 notorious to all those who are connected 
with the press, ani, indeed, to every one 
moving in the political circles Gf the metro- 
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polis ; but, to leave nothing-dubions as to 
this fact, I positively assert, that you were the 
principal conductor of that print, of which 
assertion, if required, I can, at any time, 
prove the truth. Upon locking over the 36 
numbers, te which the Anti-Jacobin extend- 
ed, I should suppose, that about oue-fourth 

art of its contents consists of comments upon 
the specches of members of parliament, and 
upon their conduct as members of parlia- 
ment. As a specimen of these comments 
one might take the passage, where you speak 
of ‘* that man’s speech, who stood up in his 
** place in the House of Peers, and, as the 
‘* best way of furnishing the enemy with ar- 
‘** guments, without endangering. his head, 
‘* declared that he put himself in the place of 
** the French Directory, and spoke accord- 
** ingly.” - (Anti-Jacobin, No. 2.) What 
man you alluded to here I cannot say; but 
he must have been a peer of the realm, and 
it ought to -be remembered, that you, who 
were thus publishing upon his conduct, were, 
at the same time, a member of the House of 
Commons, But, I will come to a ‘* man,” 
whom you thought proper to designate by 
his proper name, and, not to fatigue you, I 
will confine myself to one, Lord Moira, 
whose speech relative to the state of Ireland, 
in 1797, was commented on in Janguage too 
indecent to be repeated. His. lordship was 
described as “ a dupe;’ as having stated 
‘** gross falsehoods” in. his place in pariia- 
ment; as having attempted,‘‘ io cesen”’ the 
bicuse of Lords; and, in short, there is 
seareely an act which a gentleman ought not 
to be guilty of, scareely a quality which a 
genileman ought not to be ashamed to pos- 
sess, that was not imputed, over and over 
again, to Lord Moira; and this, as far as,ap- 
pears from your paper, for no other reason than 
that this nobleman had, in his. place inthe 
House of Peers, made a speech, in which-he 
censured the conduct of the ministers, . The 
many instances, in which you bestowed on 
other persons the name of.‘ fool” and 
‘* liar,” I shall, perhaps, refer to another 
time. At presente have confined myself to 


‘your attacks upon one particular person, 


which were avowedly made on hint myedn- 
sequence of something which he had spoken 
in his place in parliament, and which attacks 
will, I am persuaded, be found very far to 
surpass, in point of rudeness andJ ty, 
in this country, by way of comupent onthe 
speeches of a. member of parliaments: ii 
the public judge, then, of the decengne a” 
Stuart, in now proclaiming, hen"! 
name, the commencement of ** a neces ¥ 
and the cessation of ‘*. the system ob ge 
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‘« Learance,” merely because an atrocious li- 
bel in a ministerial print has, at last, been 
noticed ——But, the myjudiciousness of se- 
lecting your name for this purpose will ap- 
pear still more evident upon looking back at 
vour conduct relative to Mr. Perry, whien. he 
was, as we have just seen, punished for a li- 
be] on the House of Lords. ‘This event oe- 
curred at the. very time that you were send- 
ing forth to the public, in your print, the 
above-mentioned libe!s upon Lord Moira and 
others. Mr. Perry, supposing him to have 
seen, and even to have been the writer of, 
the libel that appeared in his paper, was only 
following your example, and following it, 
too, as I think I have shown, at avery hum- 
ble distance. One would have thought, that 
to enjoy the advantages which you enjoyed, 
tocombat behind a masked battery, while 
your adversary was exposed to all ‘the dan- 
gers of literary and legal warfare; one would 
have thought, that this was enough to infuse 
inio the meanest of minds some little portion 
cf magnanimity. Not so, however, with 
you, who, instead of carefully abstaining 
from all remarks tipon the subject of Mr. 
Perry's offence, while he was under the ani- 
madversion of the law, the moment of his 
being sent to prison you chose as the most 
proper for publishing tipon his conduct stric- 
tures evidently intended to prevent the dura- 
tion of his imprisonment frem being short- 
ened, and, if possible, to deprive him of the 
compassion of all those whose compassion 
was worth having. Mr. Perry's politics, re- 
lative to the French revolution, were, in my 
opinion, bad; while yours, as far as you 
could, with propriety, be said to have any 
politics, were good. But, this circumstance 
cannot change the character of your-conduct 
as connected with the subject before us. It 
was, indeed, very generally thought, that the 
cause suffered not a little from the manner 
in which your department of the Anti-Jaco- 
bin was conducted ; an opinion which, in all 
probability, prevented the eontinuation or 
the revival of that work, and the correctness 
of which opinion appears now to have re- 
ceived a pretty satisfactory verification in the 
well-known fact, thet an edition of the 
Poetry of the Anti-Jacobin is now, by way 
of puff, advertised forsale “* at the price of 
‘“ waste paper.” I speaks here of what 
cannot be denied. A puff, in the words I 
have quoted, has recently appeared -for sé- 
veral days successively in the Morning Post 
and other newspapers. In order to invite 


people to a great book auction, they men- 
toned certain great /argains, and, amongst 
others, that “‘ Mr. Canning’s” (for they 
f Mr, Can- 
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“* ning’s elegant poetry of the Antijacobin is 
** selling oft at the price of waste-paper.” 
Waste paper! What, Odes, Ballads, Needy 
Knife-Grinder,’ Miss Pottingen, and all! Ail 
waste paper! * ‘Towhat base uses we may 
** return, Horatio!’ Yet, some ’ persoits 
doubt, whether, as far as.you were imime- 
diately concerned, the last use of even the 
most unfortunate sheet of these volumes will 
not be full 2s honourable as the first ; and, 
indeed, this doubt would become.a certainty 
were we, as a criterion of your work, to take 
that part, which records your triumph over 
Mr. Perry, while he was suflering under the 
exercise of that power, from which you felt 
yourself protected; which exhibits you, 
mounted upon your dunghiil and surrounded 
by a fence to the tree-tops, clapping your 
wings and crowing out victory over an ad- 
versary, to the fall of whom neither your ta- 
ients nor your courage had in: anywise con- 
tributed. And, Sir, was it, then, judi- 
cious in the upstart writer in the Oracle, to 
select your name, under which to complain 
of the conduct of Mr. Grey with regard to 
the author or publisher of the recent libe] 
upon the House of Commons? Ought. not 
that upstart writer to have recollected your 
conduct with regard to Mr. Perry? Or, are 
we to suppose, that he, as is not unffequent- 
ly the case with upstarts, regarded the public 
as having no right to exercise their senses in 
any way that night prove disadvantageous to 
him? The libel, recently published in the 
Oracle, was, beyond all comparison more 
malignant, as well as more dangerous in its 
tendency, than the libel for which Mr. Perry 
was fined, and imprisoned in Newgate; and, 
therefore, I ask, what, recollecting, as he 
must, your conduct with respect to Mr. Per- 
ry; what degree of assurance, what effron- 
tery, what insolence, must this upstart pos- 
sess to enable him to publish, under your 
name, a complaint against the severity of 
those who had noticed the libel in the Ora« 
cle, and a threat of retaliation upon all the 
other prints in the country >———But, though 
the. selection of your name was, I think it 
will be allowed, very injudicious, I question 
whether it will not be found, that the selec- 
tion of the name of Sir Henry Mildmay, un- 
der which to make a sort of protest against 
an alleged attempt to abridge the liberty of 
the press, as to proceeding in patliament, 
was still more injudicious. ie was Sir Henry 
Mildmay, he tells us, who presented to the 
House of Commons the petition, inserted 
in page 676 of the foregoing sheet. He 
(the writer in the Oracle) says, that Mr. 
Stuart, the pefitioner, ‘‘ came to the deter- 
‘* mination of soliciting some independen: 
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** member Of parliament to present his pe- 
“* tition, some gentleman whom all sides of 
«¢ the House looked up to with respect and 
‘* esteem, and such a member he happily 
“ found in the person of Sir Henry Mild- 
“‘ may.” Having thus characterized this 
gentleman, he, in another part of his paper 
of the 3d instant, publishes a speech which 
he imputes to Mr. Windham, and another 
speech which he imputes to Sir Henry Mild- 
may. Mr. Windham is represented, and I 
dare say very truly, as being unable to re- 
strain his indignation at the insolence of the 

tition; while, on the other hand, Sir 
ee Mildmay is represented as having de- 
clared, that he ‘ could not perceive what 
‘* there was in the petition so improper as 
““ to raise such indignation in the mind of 
«© the Right Hon. Gentleman; he thought 
** the petitioner had stated nothing but what 
«< he had fairly a right to state.” Upon 
reading these passages, one wovll be tempt- 
ed to believe, that Mr. Stuart’s pilgrimage, 
in search of an ‘‘ independent’ man, was 
something like that of the philosopher with 
his lantern. But, surely, independent men 
are not so very rare to be met with amongst 
the members of the House of Commons! 
Surely, Sir Henry Mildmay, however inde- 
pendent, however respected and esteemed 
“© by all sides of the House,” has no preten- 
sions to a monopoly of independence, re- 
spect, and esteem. Nothing is more foolish 
or more unjust than to suppose, that all 
those who are in office, or who may be rea- 
sonably presumed to look towards office, are 
dependent, and, on the contrary, that all 
those, who have never been and are never 
likely to be in office, are independent. ‘* In- 
«* dependent” is, Sir, always an epithet of 
dubious, and, frequently of no very amiable 
neaning. It is, indeed, sometimes applied 
to men of high minds, of original thought, 
of action not waiting for the dictation of 
others, not influenced by considerations of 
self-gratificaiion of any sort; and such men 
are always iudependent, whether in office or 
out, whether high or low in life. But, at 
other times, the word ‘ independent’’ is 
used for a vory diflerent purpose ; for you 
shal] hear it applied, with all the pompous- 
ness imaginable, to men who have no one of 
the characteristics of real independence ; 
men who have too much money to: need a 
salary, and too little sense to fill an office ; 
who are tg0 proud to be content to move in 
the circle for which nature, in a niggardly 
mood, has formed them, and yet, too mean 





to refrain from becoming the. tool, the mere 
cat’s-paw, ot amunister, or, more frequently, 
of a minister’sundetling, with a view of ob- 
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taining titles, which they want the talents 
and the spirit to obtain by lettets or by arms, 
We must, however, suppose, that it was in 
iis better sense, that it was applied to Sir 
Henry Mildmay; but, upon that supposi- 
tion, I cannot allow, that, amongst the mem- 
bers of the House of Commons, it could be 
so very great a difhculty to find an indepen- 
dent gan ; while, as I think I am now about 
to show, it would, in one respect at least, 
have been very difficult indeed for this wri- 
ter to have been more unfortunate in the 
selection of the name of a gentleman, under 
which to publish sentiments favourable, not 
only to the perfect liberty, but to the licen. 
tiousness of the press, as to the proceedings 
of parliament. Sir Henry Mildmay, Sir, 
during the session of parliament which com. 
menced in the autumn of 1800, made a 
speech in the House of Commons upon the 
subject of tythes, as connected with that of 
the encouragement of agriculture; and, in 
that speech, he broached an odd sort of pro- 
ject for compelling the clergy to submit to a 
composition in lieu of their tythes; the 
adoption of ‘which project he seemed to re- 
gard as essentially necessary to remove the 
great discouragement to agriculture, which, 
according to his notion, existed inthe right 
possessed by the clergy of choosing between 
a composition and the taking up of their 
tythes in kind. In about ten or twelve days 
after this speech was published in the news- 
papers, a gentleman who happened to read 
it in the daily paper at that time published 
by me, wrote to me, for publication, a let- 
ter commenting thereon, I knew the wri- 
ter to be a clergyman of great respectability 
and of no small literary fame; 1 perfectly 
agreed with him in opinion as to the main 
principles upon which he proceeded ; I ap- 
proved almost ‘entirely of the matter, and 
had very little objection to any part of the 
manner of his letter; aud, accordingly, ! 
stblished it, agreeably to the writers re- 
“Quest. This brought a complaint from 54 
| Henry Mildmay in person. He asked me, 
if Iwas aware, that, in publishing a com- 
ment upoti a speech of a member of patlia- 
iment, I had committed a very grave offence, 
and had rendered myself liable to be severely 
punished. He made use of some kind ¢x- 
pressions towards me, personally ; said he 
should be sorry to be instrumental in my 
rain; and was willing, om account of my 
being a stranger to the laws and customs 





| this country, (he and I were, believe, born 


about eight miles. from one-.aygther!) © 
overlook my fault, provided I would, Mm the 


‘next number of my paper, disayow of T* 


tract what I had published asa comment 08 
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his speech, and make a suitable apology. I 
told him I was flattered by the good opinion 
he appeared to entertain of me, and that, 
when to that was added the indulgence he 
had been pleased to express his readiness to 
show on account of my ignorance of the laws 
and regulations to the severity of which I 
might have subjected myself, it was impos- 
sible that I should not be disposed to do every 
thing in my power to afford him satisfaction ; 
but, that having published his speech, and 
being convinced, that, upon every thing once 
printed and published, any one had a right 
tocomment, I could not, consistently with 
my notions of the liberty of the press and of 
the justice of my correspondent’s request, re- 
fuse to insert the letter; and, that, having, 
for these reasons, deliberately inserted it, 
which reasons I had yet heard nothing to in- 
validate, I could not think of making an 
apology for the insertion. I informed him, 
besides, that, as to all the main points I per- 
fectly agreed in opinion with the writer of 
the letter, and that, therefore, to disavow or 
retract the sentiments of the letter would be 
an actof meanness which I was sure he would 
not like to see me commit. I, moreover, 
assured him (and I did it with perfect sin- 
cerity), that no personal disrespect to him 
was meant by me; I observed, that, if my 
correspondent had mixed alittle asperity with 
his reasoning, I trusted he would have the li- 
berahty to excuse it, whery hé considered that 
it had flowed, without much time for re- 
‘ection perhaps, from the mind of a man ir- 
titated with what. he could scarcely help re- 
carding as an attack upon the order to which 
he belonged, 
stil] insisted, that the sentiments should be 
“isavowed or retracted, and that an apology 
should be made. I then told him, that I had 
no objection to apologize for inserting the re- 
fort of his speech; because I knew that to 
ve an act of disobedience; but, that, as to 
‘he letter, I well knew that it was perfectly 
uinocent in itself; that, as a comment upon 
a thing printed and published in a newspaper, 
I was sure it could be no‘breach of the privi- 
leges of parliament; and that, so far was I 
from being disposed to apologize for the in- 
‘ertion, that it became me frankly to tell him 
that I was just going to insert a second letter 
from the same writer upon the same subject, 
ocing very willing to acknowledge my fault 
in having published specches of members of 
parliament, but being, at the same time, 
irmly resolved not to relinquish the right of 
publishing comments on any thing that had 
once been printed and published. Finding 
him, however, still determined to proceed to 
cxtremities ; still rising rather than falling in 
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All this had no effect. He | 


pressly authorised the publication, and, 
having, indeed, been the publisher, of the 
speech, upon which the comment had been 
made. ‘ You will find it very difficult to 
‘ prove that, I believe,” said he, ‘* No,” 
said I, ‘‘ I have a witness whose veracity I 
“< am certain you will not dispute.” 
said he “‘ who is he?” ‘‘ Here it is,”’ said 


manuscript, which he had sent to my print- 
ing office, with a direction to have it insert~ 
ed! We soon afterwards separated; he 
preferred no complaint against me to 
the House; the occurrence very soon 
dropped from my memory ; and I dare say, 
Sir, I never should have thought of it again, 
had not the upstart writer in the Oracle ab- 
solutely driven it back into my mind, by 
holding up Sir Henry Mildmay as a person 
indulgent in the extreme to those who com- 
ment, not only upon the speeckes but upon 
the decisions in parliament ; and, indeed, 
as the approver of pert and insolent langu- 
age in aman, who comes to obtain his re- 
Jease from a seven day’s imprisonment, im- 
posed in consequence of his having pub- 
lishéd against the House and against its so- 
lemn decisions in the most solemn of its, 
capacities, a libel which has, I believe, 
never before been equalled, in point of 
malignity, by any libel on any branch of 
the legislature. The imputation must be- 
false. In the letter above-mentionel, there 
was nothing libellous; nothing personal ; 
nothing rude; nothing very harsh or severe :. 
it was written by a gentleman and a scholar, 
and it was, in every respect, worthy of its 
author. It contained, indeed, a refutation 
of the statements of the speech, and ] 
thought it proved the speaker to be pro- 
foundly ignorant of the subject, which he 
had been induced to bring forward to the 
House; but this was its only sin, and, 
surely, it-was not one to be put in com- 


parison with that of. the bel of the Oracle. 


‘There‘is, as every one must perceive, a wide 
difference between even a libel upon a single 
member and a libel upon the House; but, 
besides, this, the letter I haye been speaking 
of was merely an argumentative comment; its. 


‘ object was not censure : how, wide, there- 


fore, was the difference between that letter, 
to which Sir Henry Mildmay was so tenderly 
alive for his own sake, and the paragraph 
in the Oracle, of which Mr. Grey complain. 
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the terms of his menaces ; I reminded him, 
that there would be found, too, something 
peculiar in this case; and, that, in fact, he 
himself, since he would force me to speak 
out, was the only person, to whom any blame 
could be reasonably imputed, he having ex- 


&* Aye!” : 


I, producing the speech in that identical. 
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ed, in behalf of the House, and for having 
made which complaint, the upstart writer 
in that paper has accused him of having 
aimed a Antigtite blow at the liberty 
of the press, while, in the same breath, he 
extols Sir Henry Mildmay as the zealous 
champion of that liberty ! 

In mynext, Sir, I propose to enter upon 
the topics hinted at in the former part of my 
first letter. I am, Sir, your, &c. &ec. 
May 16th,’ 1805. Wm. Consett. 








Loxp Metvitte’s Pracrs. 

Sir,—Your hints relating to-Lord Mel- 
ville’s ‘places will, I trust, prove useful’ to 
the public ; but, in mentioning the precedent! 
of the grant of the Privy Seal to his !ord- 
ship's immediate predecessor you might have 
observed, that the predecessor was the Lro- 
ther of the Earl of Bute. Probably you 
thought it superfluous ; but the statement of 
the fact might have brought to the recollec- 
tion of persons, who were in Parliament, 
or attended to the politics, in the earlier 
years of His present Majesty's reign, certain 
circumstances, shewing what were the ideas, 
at that period, of the question now in 
hand.——Which Jchn, Earl of Bute was ail- 

werful in this country, his brother, Mr. 
Stewart Mackenzic, was the menister for 
ecotlard; that is the channel through which 
all preferment in that country went. In the 
year 1765, it was intended to make him 
Keeper of the Great Seal, that after the ap- 
pointment had actually passed the King’s 
hand, it was discovered that it would render 
Mr. Mackenzie ineligible to Parliament.—— 





Seal, was induced to resign it,. and take the 
Great Seal, and Mr. Mackenzie was ap- 
pointed Keeper of the Privy Seal, to which 
office the same objection, for reasons I need 
not state, was held not to apply. But, Mr. 
Mackenzie was net then appointed for lite, 
as nobody supposed the office could be so 
given. Accordingly, on the change of the 
ininistry in 1765, he was dismissed. On 
the coalition between the LordsChatham and 
Bute in 1766, Mr. Mackenzie was re-in- 
stated, and to prevent, as far as possible, 
his losing the office, in case of afuture change, 
it was granted to him for his @fe—Mech 
doubt was entertained, at the time, whe- 
then it could be effectual, but the chance 
was worth taking. I believe, no doubt 
was entertained, that, in case of the Royal 
demise, the grant must fell; but His Ma- 
jesty’s life was better than Mr. Mackenzie's. 
As to the office of Keeper of the Siznet, 











of which Lord Melville had a grant for his 
life, which is now held by his son, upon the 





ee 





same terms,’ I believe ; the custody of the 
Seal, called the Signet, belonged, as you 
have ‘stated, er officio to the Secretary of 
State. In 1756, when the office of Sc. 
cretary for Scotland was abolished, or laid 
aside, the custody of this Seal (under which 
various grants, and all the King’s judicial 
writs must pass) was given to Andrew Flet- 
cher, Esq. with the title of Keeper ; and, 
on his’ death, to the late Sir Gilbert Eliior. 
Whether either‘of these gentlemen, had the 
office granted to him for life, I cannot say 
positively ; but -I believe not ; for the grant 
to Lord Melville, in that way, occasioned 
some surprise, at the time, and wasattributed 
to the Earl of Shelburne’s desire to attach 
Mr. Dundas to his interest by the handsome 
mode of making him independant.——That 
the Keeper is, in fact, the Secretary is strictly 
correct, and is demonstrated by Mr. Dundas 
the present Keeper, holding his seat in Par- 
liament ; for if it were a new office he would 
be ineligible. Here is another anecdote 
shewing that formerly it was understood that 
the custody of the seals could no* be granted 
Sor life. Archibald, Duke of Argyle, was 
long the Minister for Scotland, holding the 
two offices of Keeper of the Great Seab and 
Lord Justice General, and First Criminal 
Judge in Scotland, the last being now almost 
asinecnre. It was intended to make an ad- 
dition to the duke’s sinecure by increasing 
the salary of the Keeper of the Great Seal, 
just as Lord Melville lately obtained the ad- 
dition to that of the Privy Seal. But the 
duke, whose sagacity was proverbial, ob- 
served, that, as he might be turned out 








The Duke of Athol, whothen held the Privy | of the office of Keeper, it was better to 


nake an addition to that of Justice General, 
which he could legally hold for life, as one 
of the Judges; the matter was managed ac- 
cordingly. His grace never dreamed that 
the office of the Keeper of the King’s Seal 
would be granted either for the life of the 
Sovereicn or for that of his grantee ——Con- 
stantly when the Justice General was absent, 
the Clerk of the Justiciary Court — 
his place.. -Hence the Second Criminal Judge 
in Scctland (in truth -the first efficient one) 
beers the very awkward title of Lord Justice 
Iam, Sir, your bumble servant, 
May 13th, 1805. 


7 , 
/ f@? #. 


——A. B. 








MESSRS. DUWDAS, PITT, AND BENFIELD. 

S:r,——I do not know what the precise 
amount of the debt due from the East India 
Company, to the creditors of the Nabob ot 
Arcot may be; bat, I faney it exceeds three 
milions sterling, and isa d mary of the present 
india debt. You have-often alluded fo the 
Nabeb’s debts, and the sanction which 





won 
¢ 
that 
XT 
Vad 


time 
to th 
rang 


sum 


Were 
der t 
Lion, 
it in 








20 
he 


ou 


‘to 
uid 
ch 
ial 
et- 
id, 


ot. 


ay 
int 
led 
red 
ch 
me 
bat 
tly 
uas 
ar- 


ote 
hat 
ted 
vas 
the 
und 
nal 
ost 
ad- 
ing 
eal, 
ad- 
the 
ob- 
out 
- to 
ral, 
one 





-21] MAY 18, 1805.—Dundas, Pitt, and Benfield. 


Nabob from this time becimé a marketable 
commodity, after having been for many years 


Melville gave to the claims of his creditors. 
it is certainly the most questionable part of 
his conduct, as the minister of India. I will 
endeavour shortly to state the case. It was 
an old standing order of, the Company, that 
none of their servants should lend money to 
ihe Zemindars or native Princes. But, not- 
withstanding this order, many persons tempt- 
ed by the high interest, of thirty, fortyy and 
even fy per cent., did make loans to the 
native Princes and Zemindars, in every part 
India. I suppose, there may be at this 
ment, two millions sterling due to the 
principal and legal interest of money, lent at 
various times, by British subjects, to natives 
under the Bengal government. But, as these 
aan. were in disobedience of pesitive orders, 
yoman in Bengal was fardy enough to ap- 
ply tothe government abroad or at home, 
for assistance in recovering their debts, until 
the debts of the Nabob of Arcot had been 
legalized, and then, I believe, some appli- 
cations were made though unsuccessful. I 
do not hazard too much, when I say, that 
the Bengal debts, were at least as fuzrdy con- 
tracted, as those of the Nalol of Arcot.—In 
1784, Mr. Dundas, contrary to the strong 
remonstrances of the Court of Directors, gave 
a legal sanction to al] those debts. The 
ensaction is fully stated by Mr. Burke, in a 
specch from which you have made some 
quotations, bat, I think, he has not been 
correct in all his conclusions. A small] part 
of the debt was contracted with the know- 
ledge of the Madras government, and at a 
time, when the loan to the Nabob was of 
essential advan to the Company. But 
ine great mass of the debt was contracted in 
cchance,of their positive orders, and there- 
fore, as the Directors argued, they ought not 
‘0 interfere in it. But Mr. Dundas was of a 
caderent opinion. His argument was this. 
1f the Nabob will continue to assert, as he 
Goes, that this whole debt, was for money 
‘ona fide ent to him in the course of the last 
tuirty years, and for the interest of which he 
has not paid, there is no possibility of dis- 
Covering whether the bonds were given for 
noney lent or not. Hedirected, therefore, 
that the whole of the debt, to which the 
Nabob might not object, should be paid by 
‘Ostalments. You will observe, that-at this 
“me, 1784, the Nabob was deeply indebted 
‘> the East India Company, and by the. ar- 
‘Magements, the Nabob was to pay a certain 
sum annually, for the gradual liquidation of 
“is publi¢ and priyate debt. ‘The Directors 
were compelled by law to transmit this or- 
Cor to Madras, though against their own opi- 
‘.on, and after they had remonstrated against 
itin the stroncest terms. The bouds of the 
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little better than waste paper. In 1790, 
Lord Cornwallis was compelled to apply the 
whole revenues of the Carnatic to the sup- 
port of the -war with ‘Tippoo Sultaun; and 
the payment both of interest and principal 
on the Nabeb’s debts to individuals was sus- 
pended, amonuting during the suspension of 
terest, nearly to a million sterling. —After 
the peace with Tippoo, the creditors applied 
for thé interest whieh was due to them 
during the period that the revenues of the 
Carnatic were under sequestration. ‘This 
claim the Directors rejected, understanding 
that the payment of interest was to discon- 
tine during war. Mr. Dundas was of a 
different opinion, and though he admitted 
that the payment of interest must dzscontinue, 
yet the elaim was only suspended for a time. 
In vain did the Directors argue that this was 
not the érue construction of an’ agreement 
Mr. Dundas a second 
time compelled them to transmit orders to 
India, of Which they did not approve. In 
1801, Lord Wellesley assumed the sove- 
reignty of the Carnatic, and made the Na- 
bob a pensioner. From that moment, the 
creditors became creditors of the Company, 
and there is no distinction between the debt 
due to them, and to individuals, who have 
bona fide lent their money to the East Inélia 
Company. You will find the original his- 
tory of this transaction, very fully detailed in 
the Parliamentary Debates of February, 
1805, when Mr, Fox brought forward a mo- 
tion on the subject. If lam not mistaken, 
Mr. Paul Benfield had at that time bonds of 
the Nabob, to the amount of halfa milion 
sterling ; which, I believe, was about one 
sixth of the whole debt, and mo man in his 
senses would have give Mr. Benfield fifty 
thousand pounds for his bonds, prior to Mr. 

Dundas’s arrangement. It may be. said, 

that as the Company are now the Sovereigns 
of the Carnatic, it would be highly unjust in 
them not to pay the debts of the late Sove- 

reign, even if the arrangements of 1784, had 

not taken place. But chis would be false 
reasoning. The objection of the Directors 
was, that five-sixths of the debt, had been 
contracted against their most positive orders, 

which applied not only to their servants, but 

every individual residing under their sanc~- 

tion in India; consequently, the man who 

engages in an illegal peculation bas no claim 

for redress ———I have said, that of the debt 

now existing in India, three millions sterling 

is due to the creditors of the Nabob of Arf 
cot. But, I rather think, if 1 add what 

the Company has already paid, | may say, 
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that a third of the whole debt of the Com- 
pany in India, is owing to the legal sanc- 
tion which the Company gave to these debts. 
~——-Those who knew the late Nabob of the 
Carnatic, Mahommed Ally Cawn, must be 
¢onvinced, that when he wanted money, he 
was indifferent as to the price he paid for it, 
or the interest that he allowed. It was pre- 
cisely the same with the late Nabob of 
Oude, whose creditors are to this day un- 
paid, and must ever remain unpaid, because 
the Bengal government would not inferfere, 
in behalf of his creditors. I am, Sir, 
your humble servant, Asiaticus.—May 
34, 1805. 











Cortectrors oF Taxes. 

Sizn,—On reading Verax’s second letter 
im your paper of the 27th ultimo, after ha- 
ving read your arguments to prove that the 
country has sustained a loss, by the malver- 
sations of Lord Melville, a man’s mind is 
imperceptibly forced to other matters of 
finance. I say forced, because all circum- 
stances relating to public money are im- 
xediately about us, and press directly on 
our senses : they are not regarded with the, 
too often, cold indifference with which the 


mass of the people of all descriptions, view. 


the alarming increase both of power and 
territory, of Napoleon. The heart-burnings 
in the West-Indies, the calamities in India, 
and such like events, which though tre- 
mendous th themselves, lose great part of 
their consequence, because they do not im- 
nediately affect us. Not so. as to the pre- 
sent value of money! Not so as to the 
sums they pay the collectors of taxes. Every 
man sees and reeis that the state of things 
is altered. Every man perceives that by 
these overwhelming causes, the comfort and 
respectability of the clergy, and other parts 
of the minor aristocracy, have merged into 
the vortex of merchants, contract jobbers, 
end men directly under government. The 
couniry swarmswith them, they absorb every 
thing, and every consideration. They are 
the ** docusts' which cover the face of the 
** earth ;” ‘and the clouds which hide the 
*« ipht of Fleaven from our view.” - But 
great as are the deprivations, by the majority 
of the people they were cheerfully submitted 
to, so long ag they conceived the-public ex- 
penditare was guarded with honour and in- 
fegrity, so long as they supposed, the im- 
posed burthens were necessary, to ward off 
the atteck of the modern Charlemagne. 
Hut, Sir, the people have been grossly de- 
cewed; they find “ the Pilot who wea- 
“ thered the Storm,” ‘ who clear’d the 
“ Breakers,” is steering a direct course for 





some. sunken sands, on which,’ without some 
change, we must inevitably stick. They 
find the money, taken from the hard earn- 
ings of the people, from the labour of the 
country, from the, too often, scanty pit- 
tances, and insufficient tythes of the clergy, 
from the already too small pay of the officers, 
lavished with profusion ; the law for direct. 
ing its appropriation, broken, and immense 
sums of it put unnecessarily to hazard. Surely 
under such circumstances, orderly and re. 
spectable meetings, at which the aggrieved 
people may remonstrate, can be considered 
in no other light than as honourable to the 
feelings of human beings, endowed with 
reason. They find also, that in the midst 


of all our perplexities for forming, re-. 


forming, and counter-forming volunteers, 
for adjusting places, pensions, .and peerages, 
for propping administrations, and screening 
delinquents ; for dividing’ and sub-dividing 
county meetings, for raising armies by the 
local influence, of parish officers. They 
find, I say, that little or nothing is done to 
check the career of Buonaparté. They find 
the aggrandizement of the tyrant, increase, 
equal to his thirst, under the politics of Mr. 
Pitt ; and they find that after he has had 
the sole control of us, for twenty years, of 
our purses, manners, habits, and senses, 
he has left the whole, particularly the last, 
comparatively in a most shameful state of 
degradation ——-But,. Sir, on these-subjeets 
one might descant for ever ; who that has 
a spark of that feeling which has ever cha- 
racterised the people of this island, but will 
exclaim with Macbeth, 
Can such things be 

And overcome us like a summer's cloud, 

Without our special wonder ? 

You make me strange 

Ev'n to the disposition that I owe, P 

When now I think, you can behold such things$ 

And keep the natural ruby in your cheeks, 

While mime are blanch’d with fear. 
But, Sir, to return as briefly as possible to 
the point from which I started-——Verax 
points out, and with great truth, that much 
mischief must accrue to the public, from the 
circumstance, of persons acting in the dov- 
ble capacity of collectors and paymasters ; 0 
which end it-is obvious they must be suf- 
fered to hold in their hands large balances, 
in a twofold proportion larger than otherwise 
there would be any occasion for ——Now, 
Sir, for the sake of exemplification, only 
take the office of Receivers jeral_ for 





counties: they are distributors as well 4 
collectors, and must have, as has been the 
ready observed, ‘<r balance ist 
former purpose. Now each coun 

gentleman filling this office, peers, Bor he 
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[am not prepared to say what is generally 
the average balance in cach receiver's hand: 
but there can be no doubt but that it is con- 
siderable, very considerable, and that if the 
average sum was multiplied by the number 
cf receivers in the kingdom, it would make 
abalance, for that head of service alone, in- 


ceuible. Exactly the same may be said of 


clectors of customs; with this only dif- 
ference, that they are not so many in num- 


ber; and, indeéd, the same may be said, of 


every similar office under government. 
The cause of this obvious loss is too well 
known. The effect is, I think, equally 
clear; to wit, that the interest. of. such mo- 
ney is properly the public’s, for they have 
advanced it before it is wanted, and certainly 
tonopurpose. I leave out of the question 
the temptation held out, to follow the ex- 
ample of Mr. Trotter, of gambling with this 
money, and thereby risking the whole; (as 
in the case of Mr. Jellicoe) I leave out 
of the question the illegality, for illegal I am 
convinced it is, of increasing the salary, or 
inother words, value of such offices beyond 
what was intended by the legislature. 
‘These, and a thousand such transactions, 
call loudly, andy I trust, notin vain, for ye- 
form, redress, and change of system. I 
am, Sir, with great respect, your obedient 
humble servant, R. B. Portsmouth, 
Vay ist, 1905. 























Oxvorp Perrrion.—Ormthe 8th of May, 
1805, a petition of the Chancellor, Masters, 
aud Scholars of the University of Oxford, 
was presented to the House of Commons, 
‘ctuns forth, That the petitioners have seen, 
by the votes of the House, that. a petition 


‘ 


ron certain noblemen, gentlemen, and 
others, Roman Catholics of Ireland, whose 
james are thereunto subscribed, on behalf 
ot themselves and others His Majesty's sub- 
J's professing the Roman Catholic Religion, 
ail some time since been presented to the 
‘.ouse, complaining of divers restraints and 

ipacities to which, notwithstanding the 
‘inious indulgences heretofore granted them 
‘vom time to time, they are still subject by 
“ie several statutes now in force against 
‘cin; and praying that they may be effee- 
‘ually relieved from the operation of the said 
‘atutes, as being now no longer necessary 
to be retained; and that the petitioners cone 


mr! . . 
Mp.ate, with much concern aid anxiety, 


} 


PeGtion, and the consequences which, in 


ie warming extent of the prayer of the said ° 


t cir apprehensions, must inevitably follow, : 
A (ie same should be complied: with ; and » 
Jat the petitioners, notwithstanding the al- | 


“ethos contained in the above-mention 


, 


od 
- 


: 
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| petition, do verily believe,» that, by .the 
wisdom and liberality of the legislature, 
every safe and practical indulgence hath al- 
ready been extended to their Roman Catho- 
lic fellow subjects in Ireland, and that the 
restraints and incapacities to which, by the 
statutes now in force, they are still subjeet, 
and of which they now complain, are no 
other nor greater than are indispensibly re- 
quisite to the maintenance and security of 
the Protestant Government and Protestant 
Church, as they are happily by law establish- 
ed in that part of the United Kingdom ; and 
that the petitioners see also much reason to 
apprehend, that a compliance with the pray- 
er of the above-mentioned petition would 
lead, and, they fear, by direct and necessary 
consequence, to the removal of every simi- 
lar restraint now subsisting within this realm 
of England, and to the abrogation of those 
oaths, declarations, and tests, which are by 
law required of every person admitted to sit 
or vote in either House of Parliament, or to 
exercise offices’ of trust anc power; all 
which, they are thoroughly persuaded, are 
still essentially necessary to the permanence 
and security both of our civil and religi- 
ous establishments; and therefore praying, 
that the House, in its wisdom, would be 
pleased still to maintain and preserve invio- 
late those laws which they sincerely believe 
to be the best safeguards, under divine pro- 
vidence, of our present happy constitution 
both in. church and \state.—Ordered, » That 
the said petition do lie upon the table. 


. SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Roman Catuoric Perrition. On 
Friday, the 18th instant, a very long debate 
took place, in the House of Lords, upon a 
motion of Lord Grenville for the House to 
go into a committee to inquire into the prayer 
of the Roman Catholics of Iveland. ‘The de- 
bate was adjourned, and resumed on Mon- 
day, the 13th; on which day the same sub- 
ject was discussed in the House of Commons 
upon a motion of Mr, Fox, similar to that af 
Lord Grenville. There also the debate was 
adjourned, and was vesurmed and closed the 
next day. The numbers were, in the Lords, 
4g for the motion, and 178 agdinst it; in the 
Commons, 124 for the motion, and 336 
against it——The petition of the Roman 
Catholics will be found in p, 522; and the 
opposing petition of the University of Oxford 
will be found in the present sheet. This 
is so large a gestion, that it would be pre- 
sumptuous to attempt to wrife upon if ina 
compass like that which I now have before 
me, The debates. upon the stibjyect ate _ 
important, and will be given nea*ly at full 



































































| 





he 


h, and with great care, in the fourth vo- 
fume of the Parliamentary Debates. The 
conduct of Mr. Pitt (the Prror, as Mr. Can- 
ning calls him in his song) is, at present, the 
principal object of attention ; and, in order 
io enable the readers of this work to form a 
correct and impartial judgment with regard 
to that conduct, I will here quote, at length, 





his declaration upon the subject ‘of the Ca- 


tholic claims, at the time when he resigned in 
1801. During a debate in the House of 
Commons, on the 16th of February, 1501, 
as reported in Debrett’s Parltamentary Re- 
gister, Mr. Pitt said: ‘* The rumours, in- 
*¢ deed, which have been spread abroad, were 
“*< so far founded, that it was upon account 





“© of the turn which the Catholie qnestion 


“* took, the success of which he had con- 
“« ceived to be essentially necessary to the 
“* strength, prosperity, and unanimety of the 
‘© United Kingdoms, that he felt himself 
“* bound, in conscience and in hopour, to 
** give in his resignation. This much he 
** would not hesitate to explain as to the 
‘* motive of his resignation ; but he trusted 
‘« it must be looked upon as a new docirine 
“* to assert that a minister was obliged to 
«* assign every motive which might influence 
** his resignation. He must venture to be- 
** lieve that it never before was imputed as 
“< a crime to relinquish a high and honour- 
* able situation, which it was the ambition 
“** of his life and the passion of his heart to 
* contique to fill, as Jong as his exertions 
** could contribute to the welfare of his 
** country, because he felt that a further 
** continuance in that situation had become 
“** tncompatilile uith that conduct which the 
** dictates of his honour and of his conscience 
** prescrited. He would only add, that as 
** to the merits of the Catholic question, and 
“« the propriety of the sentiments which he 
“* entertained respecting it, he would now 
“* say nothing more; he would rather Jeave 
** the part he embraced in it to the mure 
** enlightened judgment of the country, and 
“* tothe empartial decision of posterity. The 
“© early discussion and decision of that ques- 
* tion he thought were incumbent upon 
** those who, under tbe circumstances of 
** the union, which they were so auspicious 
** to effectuate, considered it as @ measure 
“* of the uimost importance to the strength 
** and tranquillity of the empire. So strong 
** was his conviction of the propriety and 
“* necessity of that measure, that he could 
“* not continue to remain a mémber of tkat 
** government which deemed it inexpedient to 
“* entertain it. Whatever his future opinion 
** and conduct should .be respecting that 
“€ question, when he no longer acted as part 
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re of adminisiration, that aa and con- 
duct, should’ be regulated by what had 
“* wittormily guided the tenour of his public 
ey first to take a cool, deliberate, and 
oF ren ee on of the subject, and then 
ae opt that cecision which to him should 
appear best calculated to promote the 
** strength, the unanimity, and the general 
** welfare and prosperity of the empire.” 
Here is a. httle salvo at the close ; but, 
observe, it was only in the case when he 
should ‘‘ no longer act as part of adminis. 
“* tration,” that he reserved to himself a 
right of future deliberation upon the subject. 
Connected with the foregoing declara- 
tion are two papers, which were distributed 
in Ireland, at the time of the resignation in 
1801. Upon reading these papers, which, 
it isvery well known, and never has been 
denicd, issued from sources more than half- 
oficial, one does, as the author of the Plain 
Reply observes, clearly perceive an evident 
desire to engage the Roman Catholics in the 
support of that minister, who had * espoused 
‘* their interests ;"* who had “‘ sacrificed his 
** own situation in their cause.” One can- 
not he!p thinking, adds he, that the man who 
was so earnest in courting and securing the 
good will of so formidable a body, must have 
had an eye to coming in again, even at the 
moment when he went out. The papers 
here alluded to are inserted both in Sir Ri- 
chard Musgtave’s, and Mr. Plowden’s his- 
tories. One of them was in the following 
words: “ The /eading part of his Majesty's 
** ministers finding unsurmountable obsta- 
‘* clesto the bringing forward measures ol 
““ concession to the Catholic body whilst in 
** office, have felt it zmpossttle to continu? 
“‘ in administration under the inability to 
** propose it with the circumstances ‘neces- 
“« sary to carrying the measure with all its 
“ advantages, and they have retired from 
‘« his Majesty's service, considering this line 
“ of conduct as most likely to contribute 
** ats ulttmate success. The Catholic body 
‘© will therefore see how much their future 
‘* hopes must depend upon arr cos 
“ their cause by good conduct ; in the mean 
“time they will prudently consider’ the 
“ prospects as arising from the persons u™ 
“ now espouse their interests, and com 
‘* them with those, which they cou 
** to from any ‘other quarter; they al 
“€ with confidence rely on the ! of 
“ec . ; «who fe- 
those who retire, and of many 
“« main in office, when it can be gi 
“* a prospect of success. ~ | 
c« sured, that Man. Pret will: do his wine! 
«© to establish their cause in the fe 


« your, and prepare the way for the fra! 
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. aitaining their oljects : and the Catholics 
: will feel, that as Mr. Pitt could not concur 
“in a hopeless attempt to force it now, that 
‘he must at all times repress with the same 
« decision as if he held an adverse opinion, 
any unconstitutional conduct in. the Ca- 
‘ tholic body. Under these circumstances 
‘it cannot be deubted that the Catholics 


“tient line of conduct, that they will not 
« oyter themselvesto be led into measures, 
‘which can, by any construction, give a 
‘handle to the opposers of their wishes, 
“ either to misinterpret their principles, or 
“to raise an argument for resisting their 
“claims; but that by their prudent and ex- 
“ emplary demeanour they will afford ad- 
“ ditional grounds to the growing number 
* of their advocates, to enforce their claims 
‘on proper occasions, until their objects 
‘can be finally and advantageously at- 
‘ tained.” The other paper was entitled, 
“ Tie SENTIMENTS OF A SINCERE FRIEND, 
(i, @. Marevuris CoRNWALLIS) TO THE 
Caruotic CLaims,” and. was worded 
us: “ If the Catholics should now pro- 
ceed to violence, or entertain any ideas of 
obtaining their object by convulsive mea- 
‘* sures, or forming associations with men.of 
* jacobinical principles, they must of course 
‘ lose the support and aid of those who have 
‘“ sacrificed their own situations in their 
‘ cause, bat who would at the same time 
‘ feel it to be their indispensable duty to 
‘" oppose every thing tending to confusion. 
‘* On the other hand, should the Catholics 
“ le sensible of the Lenefits they possess by 
“ haviag so many characters of eminence 
' PLEDGED NOT TO EMBARK IN THE SER- 
‘ VICE OF GOVERNMENT, EXCEPT ON THE 
~ TERMS OF THE CATHOLIC PRIVILEGES 
' BEING OBTAINED, it is to be hoped, that 
on balancing the adyantages and disad- 
' vantages of their situation they would 
~ prefer a quiet and peaceable demeanour 
 toany line of conduct of an opposite. de- 
" sctiption.”———Pledged, observe ! Pledged 
not to embark in the. service of government 
except on the terms of the Catholic privileges 
being obtained ! ‘These “ characters of enti- 
‘ nence’’ were, doubtless, Mr. Prrv and his 
colleague Mr. Duxpas, now Lord Melville ; 
the Lords Spencer and Grenvitie, and 
Mr. Wixpdam. Others were meant, per- 
haps, but these were the gentlemen who re- 
‘igued in 1801, upon the grounds stated by 
Mr. Pitt.” "The three latter had, I am pretty 
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| would not embark in the service of .govern- 
| ment; but, we see that they have supported 
the petition of the Catholics, while Mr. Pitt, 
in whose behalf the high sounding pro- 
mises were given, has opposed the go- 
Ing into a committee, even “to enquire 
whether those claims, the granting of which 
he regarded as essential to the safety of the 
country, ought tobe granted, or not. . In his 
speech, made during the late debate, the 
sum of what he is reported to have said was, 
that he still entertained his former opinions 
as to the wisdom of granting the Catholic 
claims; but that, finding that there were 
olstacles to the carrying of such a measure, 
he had, for the present, given up all thoughts 
of attempting to carry it. This might be a 
very good reason for his vote on ‘Tuesday 
night; but, where are we to look for his jus- 
tification in again, during the existence of 
these obstacles, embarking in the service of 
that government, in which neither conscience 


wero 


aes om 








a 


‘who resigned in.18691, again enter 


nor honour would sutter him to continue, 
unless those obstacles were removed? ‘The 
Roman Catholics were told, as we have seen 
in the paper above quoted, that he stood 
** pledged not to embark in the service of 
* covernment, except on the terms of the 
** Catholic privileges being obtained.” When, 
therefore, they saw him again embarked in 
that service, they naturally expected, that all 
the obstacles to the granting of their claims 
were remeved ;; instead of which, they find 
these obstacles to be greater than ever; and 
they see this the great supporter of their 
claims, become their opponent! Well might 
Mr, Ditton declare, as he did in a 
manner very houourable to his character ; 
vell might he, asa man of ‘ consctence and 
‘* honour,” declare, that he could no longer 
give his support to Mr. Pitt. It is curious 
enough, that, of the ministers'who resigned 
in 1S01, the only person, in whose behalf 
any pledge was, in reality, given to the Ro- 
man Catholics; the only person who pub- 
licly declared, that ‘‘ neither conscience nor 
‘“ honour would suffer him to make part of 
“a government” that would not or could 
not bring forward and support the claims of 
the Catholics; the only person who stood 
thus deeply committed, was that very gen- 
tleman, who, of the ministers that resigned 
in 1801, has been the only one to. op 
those cleims. For any thing that 1 have 
ever seen or heard, there would be nothing 
inconsistent, nothing arguing a want of 
principle, in, either of the other entlemen, 
the ca- 
‘binet, though it should appear to them im- 
possible to carry the mekstireswhich they then 
deayoured to carry. They made no un- 
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731) 
bending declarations ; 
pledges for them. They would then have 
carried the measure, if they could have done 
it; and, if they could, they would have done 
it now. But, they, indeed, were left at per- 
fect liberty to re-enter the cabinet, and yet 
to choose whether they should agitate the 
question, or not. How different, then, has 
their conduct been from that of Mr. Pitt! 
The truth appears to be, that the professions 


of attachment to the Catholic cause, made in 


the speeches and circulated papers above 
spoken of, were intended for the purpose of 
preserving influence amongst the Catholics, 
in which-influence nobody else was to have @ 
share. The purpose was answered for a 
while. ‘The influence was preserved. In 
the end, however, such contrivances seldom 
fail to produce, as in the present instance, 
embarrassment and confusion to the con- 
trivers. 

Proceepincs aGAtnsT Lorp MELVILLE. 
The Lords have given permission to 
Lord Melvilletoappear before the Select Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons; but, 
on the 16th instant, Mr. Leycester, the chair- 
man of the committee, reported to the 
House, that upon a full consideration of the 
restrictions and limitations contained in the 
minutes of conference, it did not appear to 
them that they could proceed satisfactorily 





for the purposes for which they were-consti- ° 


tuted in the ¢xamination of Lord Melville, 
without trenching on the regulations under 
which he was permitted to appear before 
them. It is thought, however, that the 
committee will soon make their report. 
In the mean time, the unprincipled parti- 
suns of Lord Melville are still insisting, that 
the public have lost nothing by his malyersa- 
tion. Any thing so impudent as this never, 
surely, was heard of before! It has been 
proved; clearly proved, upon principles 
‘universally admitted, and expressly laid down 
and acted upon by Mr. Pitt himself, that the 
‘public has /ost to a very great amount, in 
consequence of those malversations ; and yet, 
there are persons, so totally dead to all sense 
of shame, as stil] to assert, that the public 
has, from this cause, experienced no loss. 
Such persons know well that their insincerity 
4s evident to all men of information; but, 
this they disregard ; they care not how much 
they are despised, so that they succeed in de- 
ceiving any portion of thepeople; sothat they 
‘succeed in furnishing @pretert for doubt, and, 
thereby, assuage, though in ever so small a 
‘degree, the public indignation. his zeal in 
the cause of Lord Melvillemight be, in some 
sort, excused, if we could possibly impute it 





to any amiable motive; but, when we con- 
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nobody circulated } 


sider who are the persons that hold this Jan- 
guage, we cannot help fearing, that, for 
ee word they speak for his lordship, they 
speak two words for themselves ——Ip p. 
719 the reader will find a letter from one of 

correspondents, reJative to the places of 
Lord Melville, to which letter I beg leave to 
refer him. The base attempts to throw 
all the Llame upon Mr. Trotter will, it is ru- 
moured, be entirely frustrated. In the libel, 
written by the venomous upstart, who Nes so 
much to do, apparently, in conducting the 
Oracle newspaper, this insinnation was 
thrown out. Lord Melville was represented 
as owing his fall partly to the treachery of 
Mr. Trotter. That gentleman was not named, 
indeed ; but, the insinuation was too broad 
to be misunderstood; and, that it was exces- 
sively base, every one must allow; for, the 
greatest of Mr. Trotter's faults, and the chief 
ground of the public resentment against him, 
is, that he has gone every length éo screen his 
guilty superior. 

Mr. Pitt's case (continued from p. 704.) 
The manifest impropriety of pretending to 
publish an account of what has passed in the 
Select Committee was noticed, at the time 
when the following very curious and impor- 
tant paragraph was copied from a ministerial 
paper of the Oth instant: ‘* Mr. Pitt and Mr. 
** Long have been twice examined before 
** the Select Committee of the House of 
** Commons, upon the subject of some tem- 
‘* porary assistance afforded to the house of 
‘* Borp and Benrievp, to enable them to 
‘“* make good an instalment of the Imperial 
“« Loan; a measure deemed necessary for 
‘“* the maintenance of the honour and credit 
“€ of the country.” Who Boyd and Ben- 
fiekl were the reader may, probably, recol- 
lect: but, lest he should not, I have endea- 
voured, by my motto, to intice him into 4 
history of Benfield's financial and political 
rise, which he will find given, in a most cit- 
cumstantial and satisfactory manner, in Mr. 
Burke's speech upon the subject of the Na- 
bob of Arcot’s Debts, which speech every 
man in the kingdom should now read. 
But, is it possible, that this munis 
terial paper can have spoken the truth’ 
Has such-a fact come out before the Se 
lect Committee ? Or, is it probable, that it 
may Come out, and is this statement thrown 
out, at first in the form of a rumoul, 
in order to break the blow? or, is an at 
so flagrantly corrupt thus mentioned with 4 
view of preparing the public mind to be f 
conciled to some act of corruption oat 
quite so flagrant? The Iast appears 10 ™ 
the most probable, especially when we co? 
sider how well such a device is 
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to enable the leading Saints to ascertain the 
precise length, to which they may venture 
to stretch their consciences, without any 
yery great risk of being exposed to the scofts 


of the wicked. Stretch them, however, 
as much as they please, they would never 
he able to save the man, who should be 
found guilty of a crime any thing nearly 
approaching that, which, by the Morning 
Post, in the above-quoted paragraph, is said 
to have been committed, and the patient 
endurance of which would mark us out for 
animals fit to be shut up in penns and fed in 
troughs. What! take money out of our 
pockets in taxes, and lend it to Boyd and 
Renfield, that they may be able to lend it to 
us; and all this to save the nation! to 
maintain the honour and credit of the 
country! Was the meaning of words 
ever before so impudently perverted? Was 
there ever so gross an insult offered to the 
understanding of a nation? In the mi- 
nisterial paper, the Sun, of the 8th instant, 
there appeared a paragraph, apparently in- 
tended to prepare the public for a favonrable 
construction of what is likely to come out, 
relative to another subject connected -with 
the malversations of Lord Melville, which 
paragraph was as follows: ‘* It has been 
“ pretended, in the violence of party, that 
“ Mr, Pitt connived at Lord Melville's mis- 
“conduct, and that he -knew private ad- 
~ vantage was derived from public money. 
“ Li.s charge is positively false ; but it is 
Sud, that.it is attempted to be supported, 
Upon the evidence ef a person who was 
~ lormerly governor of the Bank. We 
" Warn ministers in future, never to listen 
fo that’ which does not relate to the 
lusiness immediatelt before tiem; to 
beware how they. hold coufidential inter- 
course with those who come to them upon 
public business. Ten years after, a slight 
conversation, which passed, probably, at 
‘time when the minister's mind was oc- 
Cupred with other'pressing and important 
matter, it is thought just, it is thought 
No breach of the rules of social inter- 
course, te bring up such a conversation 
in evidence against him, as if it had 
been a formal representation, and for the 
purpose of injuring his reputation! I 
will not characterize such a conduct ; 
he who holds it will, I trust, find 
it justly estimated in his future in- 
tercourse with mankind——There are 
other points upon which much mis- 
representation has forth. Every 
irregularity, though it had for its object 
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the public service, is now branded as cor- _ 


" be tried by such rules, what man will ever - 
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** step out of the trodden path of form and 
‘© necessary duty /o render the most essential 
** service to hts country?’ These peop'e 
always assume; always argue upon assump 
tion ; always take for premises admitted, the 
facts and principles which their adversaries 
deny. We deny, generally, that “ service 
** to the country” can be rendered by irre 
gularity, and breach of the law; and we der 
ny, particularly, that ‘‘ service to the coun- 
** try’’ has been rendered by any of the acts 
of which Lord Melville and his associates 
have been found guilty, or accused. But 
this is not the point at which the paragraph 
chiefly aims. Its evident object is to prepare 
us for the hearing of some proof, ¢hat Mr. 
Pitt was, many years ago, apprised, ly « 
Bank-Director, of the practices of Lord Mel- 
ville and Mr. Trotter. If this were true, 
there would need no more; and, so power- 
fully am I impressed with the effect which 
such a fact must produce, if communicated 
to the public from an authentic source; se 
clear does it appear to me, that such a fact 
would establish a crime rather greater than 
that which drove Lord Melville from the 
Admiralty and the Privy Council; so 
steadfast am I in this view of the matter, 
that, in my preceding number, I did not 





notice the above-quoted paragraph, expec- 


ting, day after day, to see it contradicted.-— 
Contradicted, however, it has not been ; and, 
therefore, I] have thought it right to point it 
out to the attention of my readers. I had 
nearly forgotten to observe, that, in the pre- 
sent sheet, p. 720, will be found a letter, in 





which is very clearly and concisely described . 


the grounds.of the connection between Paun 
BenrieLp and the ministry. Every thing 
appertaining to that connection must be re- 
garded as interesting at this time. 
As somewhat belonging to subjecis af 
finance, I will here notice a circum- 
stance which I am_.astonished. to’ liave 
seen pass so long unobserved upon. ‘The 
Receiver General of the Customs does, I be- 
lieve, pays, by direction, his daily receipts, 
daily into the Banking Shop ef Ssrra, 
Payne, and Smira, who make up their ac- 
eount with him each Saturday only, and who 
are not required to pay the amount into the 
Bank of England, till the subsequent Tues- 
day. When this practice first began, Lox» 
Cargincron was, I believe,. at the head 
of the above;named banking shop, im 
which two of the noble lord’s brother's still 
remain. There are, doubtless, very substan- 
tial reasons for having adopted, and: for still 
pursuing, this mode of conveying (he Cus- 
tom-House recejpts to the Bank ; but, one 
would like to hear those reasons. | 
Frasncu anp Spanisu Pieers ——-At 
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the beginning of this war, few people ex- on ed:that none of the ministers of Bpr- 

pected, that we should so soon_be all rey “have demanded from the sts sd 

certainty and alarm about the: ‘‘ ‘comlined | where they reside:a similar:exclusion of that 

** fleets of France and Spain’;” that all our | officiakpaper. _ If pieces of this: kind-were to 

ports would so soen have been thrown into | beomitted in-politicalgazettes, wiiat matter 

comfusion; in order to hasten out. ships to | could be found to fill them ?>——{ must also 

enable otir-admiralsto mect the enemy ; that | inform youy-Sir, in order to free-you from 

the English fleet would have been compelled | the. doubt you -have testified on this: subject, 

to sneak away ‘from the blockade of Cadiz at | that;the insertion of the said official article ) 

the sight of an approaching French fleet: | in the Fortuguese Gazette waswiththe know- , 

few people expected to see these things, even | ledge of the government, because it did not 

though the Addingtons had continued alone | think that it exposed itself by — be ‘ 
h 


! | 
if 
i 
| 


in the management of affairs, and still fewer | transcribed:any official papers; publi in 
to see them come to pass under the | ether European gazettes, and under the head 
tule of ‘‘ the Prtov ;" Mr.Canning’s ‘‘Pilot;” | of Foreign Countries. Similer-articles, faith- h 
- the great-naiinded, the vigorous, the warlike mi-. | fully copied, and unaceompanied by reflec- ti 
nister ! To the-vigour of the pilot and the wis- | tion§, have never proved cither the approba- ‘a 
| dom of a couple of his ‘“‘ young friends,” we | tion or disapprobation.on the part of the go- le 


ave indebted for the war with Spain, and, of | yernment which permits them to be printed, ce 
vourse, for the junction of the French and I confess, Sir, that 1 cahnot see how it f 
Spanish fleets, together with all the conse- | can give the least offence. . The same article, " 





’ 
: 


{ 


Pi quences of that junction... The Frenzs | at a period’ somewhat later, might have been on 
is having di$patched the diplomatic part of the | copied by the English gazeites, im which no th 
business, their brother-in-law, Sir Joun | doubt it has been published. Besides, you ie 
Onxpx, was selected to carry on the war !— | know, Sir, that after discussions on a similat a 


| ’ The papers, tell us, that ‘‘ the gentlemen | subject, which took place before my minis- Ki 
as in the West-India trade” have | try, His Royal Highness the. Prince Regent Pri 
waited Mr Pitt to inquire into the state | caused to be notified.to you, that the offcial to 
of the defi of those possessions. This | publications ofthe English government would the 


a. puts-one in mind of the silly fellow remon- | also be traislated into the Lisbon Gazette.— wh 
eg: strating with his woodengod. These ‘‘ gen- | Pembrace this es of renewing to sibl 
ib Pa tleraén’’ have been crawhng ‘at the heels | you “professions - 0: the consideretion with Kin 
| of Mr. Pitt these 20 years. Let them take | which Iam,” &c., res 


the Consequences. Could I /be certain that 
thecatise of their alarra would produce no 


—_—_ ie and 





4 ; ’ "if * ‘ pL . ss 79s j ae 

' injury to the ki , I should Igugh to see | Prussia aNp Sweney.———WNote. delivers’ mal 

& proves et = ye ee their hair, and’! by the Swedish Chan oe aires ut Bir- ae 
: ‘tin to the Prussian | 


bee rt ; abinet relative to « posit 
cry like ol an ae at the loss of his dear [Note of Baron Hardenterg, of the 24h not 





tf “a patting cto Dec. 1804, te date of THIS Vote is rr 
PUBLIC PAPERS. . _ nob stated; but it has just made its appear- i) 
fi Encranp Sk Mice ice of ‘the ance here in England, from the Hamlurg! aie 
i Portugese Minister to the English Minis- | Papers. i: ue 
ai ter at that Court (Lord Rolert Fit=geraid,) _ The undersigned Charge-d Affaires from digni 


in answer to the Note of ihe datter (See p. | the King of Sweden, ‘has just ‘received in- mi 
25Q) weto the Publication, in.t structions from-his Court, relative to Barco read 
Lisbon , of the Declaration of the | Hardenberg’s note, .of the 24th Decemb', ackins 
Prince of Peace. ——Date, Liston, 14 Feb. | 1804, By the express command of his Mx wore 
1805 jesty , the undersigned returns the followins some 












Sin,——I- Teceived the note which you | answer. ° His Excellency.the Minister of the 










































" ' 4 : to 

addressed ta me,°Of date January 25, in're- | Cabinet will be pleased-tg tecollect, that King 
ee ‘to:an article in the Supplesteut to the | mediately on receipt-.of the said. note, deran 
sbon Gazette; containing a faithful trans- | King declared that, «the aftair, being of a0 aon 
Gane of a paragraph taken from the Madrid | turé of equal;concern to Sweden andto at made 
{Gazette of Dec. 20 last. After having had | sia, both closely united by treaties by, mm ments 
© the honour, ‘Sir, to:explain to'you verbally | friendship,’ and by. the ties of et a A * fon, a 
‘the reasons which authorised thé insertion of | his Majesty had resolved to consult WD TM never 

that article, I hoped that yqu would be fully | Emperor of; Russia.on ;the ¥ nae Ling’s 

.  Senvineed that n6 solid reason could be al- | +him,-and te.give his answer at.t! actual 
Tedged for requiring the suppression of it. I | swith, thatawpich hig Imperial Majest) jesty dd 
am certain that the said article was translated | chink paper to sransmittoBerin: -’ allies, 









into all the gazettes of Europe; and I im Ja sourity from Sti 
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tified the conviction which the King enter- | ‘his cause not to supportit. This declaration, 


tained relative to the sentiments of the Em- 
ror of Russia on this subject ; and as his 
Imperial Majesty soon after resolved to take 
some steps, the King would no longer delay 
an answer, such as the Emperor of Russia 
has also found adapted to the present case. 
True to the principles of that dignity which 
ought to characterize every sovereign of an 
independent state, the King cannot permit 
his general political system, the system of his 
alliances, and the engagements which per- 
haps may spring from it, ever to become the 
object of a discussion." His Prussian Majesty 
has himself declared, that it is his principle 
to regard this indisputable right of every 
sovereign ; he cannot therefore but acknow- 
ledge it in its application. If then he will 
consider, that no measure of the King ever 
furnished the slightest ground for suspecting 
its being directed against the particular inte- 
restof Prussia, the right of demanding fur- 
ther explanations on those measures (the na- 
ture of which sufficiently indicated their ob- 
ject), is consequently not afforded. The 
King cannot as yet persuade himself that his 
Prussian Majesty will persist in his intention 
to modify the. general polity of Sweden, by 
the influence of his system of neutrality, 
which influence would be the more inadmis- 
sible, since the said system (on which the 
King does not permit himself to judge, with 
respect to the states of his Prussian Majesty, 
audthe neighbouring states which have for- 
nally recognized it) ‘cannot possibly extend 
its effects so far as to confine the general dis- 
positions of a Sovereign, who (as such) does 
hot recognise any person’s supremacy, and, 
as amember of the Germanic Empire, only 
that of the Emperor of the Romans. The 
King, therefore, has no other explanations to 
give than these, that he will inyariably 
prove true to his principles, the justice and 
dignity of which must constantly be the best 
guarantees of his intentions. . His Majesty 
ttadily believes that the King of Prussia will 
acknowledge the justice of the preceding re- 
marks ; and that he will mot ayail himself of 
some erroneous and exaggerated assertions 
to attempt an unjust conquest. Of this the 
King must be doubly. convinced, on consi- 
denng that those assertions (even by the 
avowal of the Cabinet of Berlin itself), are 
made by a government, the hostile senti- 
ments of which, towards his Majesty’s per- 
“on, are known to all Europe. Shonld it, 
Nevertheless, be. possible, in spite of the. 
King’s conviction, in this respect, that an 


nevertheless, is not in any sense to be consi- 
dered as a challenge, as it presupposes the 
case of an attack; and the King would the 
less oniit making this remark, as he would 
with pleasure see the interest of both states 
united for the general welfare, and the con- 
nexions between himself and his Prussian 
Majesty maintained for ever by reciprocal 
confidence and firiendship. 
(Signed) Von Brinkmann. 





Lorp Harrowsy to Lorn Gowrr.—— 
The following Letter is translated from 
the French Official Paper, the Moniteur, 
of the 20th of March, 1805, prefaced by 
the following remark: ‘* The absurdity of 
“a Treaty of Subsidy between Sweden 
“* and England is such, that the King of 
** Sweden himself appears to disavow it. 
The following is a Letter from Lord 
** Harrowly to Lord Gower, written on 
‘* the 5th of Nov. 1804, which affords elu« 
“© cidations on this and other points, that 
“will be read with interest.” This Let- 
ter has not Leen pullicly avowed ly Lord 
Harrowly; tut, it has not, been publicly 
disavowed ; though it has now Leen pul- 
lished in the London frapers more than six 
weeks. 

I am glad to hear you have got so far in 
so short a time. ‘The concluding part of 
your letter gave no hopes of great success ; 
but the news from Copenhagen (received the 
1jth) yelative to the arrival of the Amethyst, 
proved that our fears were groundless, I[ 
hope you will prevail on Russia, if not to fire 
great guns, at least to publish thundering 
manifestoes about the seizure of the Cheva- 
lier Rumbold. Sweden has sent the account 
of the expense of 25,000 men, amounting to 
about forty-eight millions of Avres tournois ; 
and I conclude from it, that the Swedish mi- 
nisters have made this account on purpose to 
have it rejected. We know nothing yet of 
the first négotiation. M. Frere has been 
very ill. On the 28th of September he sent 
a note to Cevallos, to complain of the arma- 
meats at Ferrol. “The only answer he re- 
ceived was, that thos€ armaments were pot 
destined against Great Britain ——Parlia- 
ment is adjourned to the 3d of January, The 
King is returned, perfectly well in every te- 
spect. ‘The dispatch of this day is particu- 
larly calculated for the Court of Berlin, be- 
cause it has hitherto shewn very little incli- 
nation to enter into those views. But even 








*ctual attack be made on Pomerania, his Ma- pears 


ity declares, that he will, not. be-wanting in 





‘t'es, who will too cleanly:see the’ justice of 
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they will complain on the one part, and not 


make any plain proposals on the other, it 
will be impossible to get forward, The en- 
voys from England and Russia, at Vienna, 
must be able to say, at the samé time, make 


a defensive alliance with us, in case the con- 


sequences of the treaty cause a’ war with 
France; see here the number of Russian 
troops which you may calculate upon ; here 
you have the plan of the campaign ; ‘there, 
what we propose, if successful, and here the 
subsidies which England will give. If no 
overtures can “be made sufficiently explicit 
and positive to obtain a clear answer, it can- 


not be hoped that Austria will be obliged to | 


declare herself. Another year will elapse 


‘with proposals onthe one part, and rejections 


on the other ; so that resistance, always sup- 


posed fruitless, will at last become so indeed. 


Although we dare not press Russia to proceed 
immediately to active measures ; yet if, con- 
trary to our expectation, she should be in- 
clined to proceed, you will take care not to 
oppose it, especially if Prussia should be in- 
clined to take a part with her. All our 
friends are well. 1am going to Bath for a 
fortnight, &c, 





Brockape. or Caniz.—Downing Street, 
April 25,1805. ‘The King has been pleased 
to cause it to be signified. by the Right Hon. 


‘Lord Mulgrave, his Majesty's Principal Se- 


cretaryof State for Foreign Affairs, to the 
ministers of neutral powers, residing at this 
Court, that the necessary measures have 
been taken, by his Majesty’s command, for 
the blockadedf the Ports of Cadiz and St. 
Lucar ; and-that from this time all the mea- 
sures authorised by the Laws of Nations, 
and the respective treaties between his Ma- 
jésty and the different neutral powers, will 
be adopted and executed with respect to all 
vessels which may attempt to Violate the 
said blockade. — 


bis 525 S es 
. FOREIGN OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
Narorton, Kine or Iran¥—The fol- 
lowing is an Account of the Proceedings 








relative to the Assumption of the Crown of 


italy ty Napoleon, Emperor of the French. 
P .Pants,,18: Marcu, 1805. 


. “Yesterday at one, his’ Majesty, being seat- 
‘ed on his throne, surrounded by the grand 


» the ministers, and great ‘officers, 
‘tiembers of the council of state, the 
‘master of the ceremonies, introduced 
ni, vi ident of ‘the Italien Re- 
¥ M. Mareschalchi, ambas< 
ofthat +republic, ‘and: the 
6M. Melzi 


resenta= | . 


F. 
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addressed the Emperor in the following 
terms: — 

SIRE, You have ordered me to assem- 
ble together the consulta of state, and the 
deputation of the Italian republic, and to in- 
vite them to take into consideration the ob- 
ject most important ‘for their present and fu- 
ture destinies, the form of their government. 
I have the honour, Sire, to present to you, in 
the result of their labours, be wish they have 
formed. The first consideration that struck 
the minds of the assembly produced a convic- 
tion, that it was impossible to preserve long- 
er the present form without the peril of re- 
maining far behind the rapid course of events 
that characterises the epoch in which we live. 
The constitution-of Lyons had all the charac- 
teristics of being provisional. It was but the 
effect of ‘circumstances, a system constitu- 
tionally too.weak to answer the views of du- 
rability and preservation. The urgent neces- 
sity of changing it, is demonstrated to re- 
flection as it is generally felt. In setting out 
from this point, every thing was simple. The 
system.of a constitutional monarchy was 
pointed out to us by the progress of enlight- 
ened reason, and by the conclusive results of 
experience, and the Monarch was pointed 
out by all the sentiments of gratitude, love, 
and confidence. Sire, ina country that you 
have conquered, reconquered, created, organ- 
ized, and governed hitherto; in a country 
where every thing recals your exploits, attests 





} your genius, arid breathes forth your bene- 


fits, but one wish could be formed, and that 
wish has been expressed. The assembly has 
not neglected to weigh with strict attention 
the ulterior views to which your profound 
wisdom had directed, But though these 
views were universally important and pel- 
fectly concordant with our dearest interests, 
it was not difficult to convince ourselves that 
things were: not yet sufficiently mature for 
the attainment of this last degree of political 
independence. . It is consonant to the natu- 
ral order of things, that the Italian republic 
should feel during some further time of the 
condition of all states newly formed. 7 he 
smallest cloud that appears on the horizon 
must necessarily create solicitude and excite 
alarm, and in this situation where could be 
found a better pledge of our tranquillity *h - 
happiness, a ‘more solemm gtiarantec 0” |” 
Sire, ‘you’ are still’ a condition of necessity '° 
it. "It Weloues only to: the counsels of your 
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the proofs of your kindness which have mark- 
ed the preceding communications, has given 
way to that full confidence which was due to 
you; and its last wish, and its last prayer, 
demand of you consfitutions in which the 
principles you have already proclaimed shall 
be consecrated, principles, which eternal rea- 
son calls out for, and without which the 
fate of nations would be abandoned to the 
passions of mén. Deign, Sire, to. accept, 
deign to perfect the wish of the assembly 
over which I have the honour to preside. 
The interpreter of all the sentiments which 
animate the hearts of the Italian citizens, it 
brings to you in this wish the most sincere 
homage. It will report to them with joy, 
that in accepting it you have doubled the 
force of. the ties which-bind you to_the pre- 
servation, the defence, and the prosperity of 
the Italian nation. Yes, Sire, you wished 
that the Jtalian republic should exist, and it 
has existed. Wish that the Italian monarchy 
should be happy, and it will be so. 
M. Melzi then read the following instru- 


dent in the chair, and the deputies of the 
colleges, and the constituted bodies of the 
Italian republic, considering the situation of 
Europe, and that of their country, are unani- 
mously of opinion : 

1, That the moment is arrived for placing 
the finishing hand on the institutions, the 
basis of which das been laid at.Lyons, aad for 
this purpose declaring the government of the 
Italian republic hereditarily monarchial, ac- 
cording to the principles of. the constitution, 
of the government of the French empire.— 
2. That the Emperor Napoleon, founder of 
the Italian republic, be declared King of 
Italy, ——3. That the throne of Italy be he- 
reditary from male to’ male, in the direct and 
Jegitimate line natural and adoptive, to the 
perpetual exclusion of females, and_ their is- 
sue, with the limit of the right of adoption, 
hot being permitted to extend to. any other 
person than a citizen of the French empire, 
or of the kingdom of Italy ——4. That the 
crown of Italy shall not be united to the 
crown of France, except on his head; that 
this union be forbidden to all, and each of 
his successors: and that noone of them be 
allowed to_ eign in Italy, unless he resides 
on the territory of the Italian Republic. 
5. That the Emperor Napoleon shall have the 
right-to give himself, during his life, a suc- 
cessor among his legitimate male children, 
begotten or adopted, but) that he 
Cannot make use of this right without com- 
promising the secusity, the integrity, and i 


‘existence 
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secure their prosperity and. 
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glory, as long as the French troops occupy 
the kingdom of Naples,.as long asthe Rus- 
sian armies keep possession of Corfu, as the 
British forces hold Malta, and the Peninsula 
of Italy is threatened with becoming at every 
instant the field of battle. of the. greatest 
powers of Europe.——6. That the separation 
of the crowns of France and Italy will be in- 
‘compatible with the surety of the state, only 
when these circumstancés shall have ceased. 
7. That the point most important for 
nations, for the. nature and stability of the 
supreme power being regulated, the-Empe- 
ror Napoleon be requested to repair to Milan 
to take the crown ; and after hearing the con- 
sulta of state and the extraordinary .deputa- 
tions of the colleges to give to the kingdom 
a definitive constitution, which shall guaran- 
tee to the people its religion, the integrity of 
its territory, the equality of its rights, politi- 
cal and civil liberty, and the irrevocability or 
the sales of national property ; to the law 
alone the power of imposing taxes; and to 
the natives the exclusive powers of being 
called to the employments of state ; -princi- 
ples which the Emperor Napoleon has con- 
secrated by the laws he has already given 
to Italy, the proclamation which was the first 

cry that resounded from the summit, of the 
Alps, when he twice descended from them to 
conquer and free our country.—8.That final- 

ly Europe will remain persuaded, that all the 
parts of the-kingdom of Italy are consolidated 

for ever, and that no one part can be sepa- 

rated from the'»rest without. threatening the 
very principle on which the whole has 
been founded. Paris, 15th March, 1805, 
year 4. (Signed) Menzi, Manscuar- 

cui, Caprara, &e, 

His Majesty replied in the following 
terms : 

From the moment of our first appearance 
in your country, we have entertained the 
desire of establishing the Italian nation free 
and independent; we have prosecuted this 
object in the midst of the uncertainty of 
events. In the first instance, we formed the 
inhabitants of the right bank of the Po into 
the Cispadane, and those of the left bank into 
the ‘Transpadane. republic. More fortunate 
circumstances have since enabled us to unite 
those states, and to form of them the Cise]- 
pine republic. Inthe midst of the manifold 
objects which then engaged .our attention, 
our people of Italy were by the inte- 
rest which we felt in every thing that could 
happiness ; and, 














when, a few years after, we learned of the 
_ banks of the Nile, that our work was over- 
| turned, we became sensible; to. the’ anisfor- 





‘tunes to which you were 4 prey, Thanks tg 
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the invincible bravery of our armies, we 
made an appearance in Milan when our peo- 
ple of Italy supposed'us still on the shores of 
the Red Sea. Our first wish, whilst yet 
covered with the dust and blood of battles, 
was the reorganization of the Italian nation. 
The statutes of Lyons committed the 
sovereignty to the consulta and the colleges, 
in which we had concentrated the different 
elements which‘ constitute nations. ‘You 
then believed it for your interest that we 
should be at the head of your government ; 
and stil] persevering in the same opinion, you 
now will that we should be the first: of your 
kings. ‘The separation of the crowns of 
France and Italy, which might be advanta- 
geous to insure the independence of your 
posterity, would at the present moment be 
fatal to your existence and tranquillity. I 
shail keep this crown; but only so long as 
your interests shall require ; and I shall with 
pleasure sce the moment arrive, when I can 
place it on the head of a younger person, 
who animated by my spirit, may continwe 
my work, and be on all occasions ready to 
sacrifice his person and interests to the 'secu- 
rity and the happiness of the people over 
whom Providence, the constitutions of the 
kingdom, and my wish, shall have called 
him to reign. 

After this audience Marshal Brune was 
presented to the Emperor: he took the oath 
as grand officer of the legion of honour, and 
received from the hands of his Majesty, the 
grand ribband of the legion of honour, and 
the staff of a marshal of the empire. Ge- 
neral Bacciochi, senator; and General Vic- 
tor, envoy extraordinary and minister pleni- 
potentiary to Denmark, were introduced, 
and received from his Majesty the grand 
ribband of the legion of honour. The 
Emperor having-descended from his throne, 
withdrew to his cabinet, whither he sum- 
moneéd the vice-president, and the members 
of the Italian consulta, and held a council, 
which lasted an hour and a half. The 
Emperor at two o'clock proceeded from the 
Thuilleries to the senate, to communicate 
the deliberation of the state consulta of the 
Italian republic, which calls him to the 
throne of Italy. The procession was the 
same as at the consecration: the weather 
Was’bright, the crowd immense, and the ac- 

ions of joy universal, 


Programme of the Order of eleheperer’s Pro- 
cession to the Senate, and of the Arrange- 
ments round the Throne. 


~~ Qn Monday, March 18, the imperial 
guard will occupy, at 1) in the Gorrie. all 














_ the posts of the. senate’s palace, under the 
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command of Grand Marshal General Duroé, 
to whom the police of that palace is.entrust- 
ed. At twelve a discharge of artillery; at 
one the senate will assemble in their hall in 
robes of state; at two his Majesty will set 
out from the Thuilleries ; a discharge of ar. 
tillery will announce his departure. ‘The 
procession ‘will be led by the horse chasséurs 
of the guard, and closed by the horse grena- 
The proces- 
sion will pass between a line of troops 
through the Carousel, the Quai de Louvre, 
the Pont Neuf, the Rue de Thionville, the 
Rue de Fosse St. Germain, the Rue de 
Quatre-Vents, and the Rue de Tournan. 
(Then follows the order of the Emperor's at- 
tendants and officers.) A discharge of artil- 
lery will announce ‘the Emperor's arrival at 
the senate. ‘The president, the grand offi- 
cers of the senate, and twenty-four senators, 
will advance to the outer door of*the palace, 
to receive his Majesty. The Emperor, first 
reposing himself in the apartments prepared 


for his reception, will proceed to the hall of 


sitting. The procession, preceded by a dé- 
putation of the senate, will then advance, a¢- 
cording to a ‘detailed order; on the arrival of 
the procession, all the senators will rise and 
uncover. His Majesty’s ushers will station 
themselves at the door ; two heralds on each 
side ; the vice-president of the Italian repub- 
lic on a chair, and the members of the con- 
sulta, and of the Italian deputation on the 
first-row of the senator's seats. On the right 
and left of the throne, but one step lower, 
the princés of the imperial family, and the 
princes grand dignitaries of the empire. On 
the benches below them on the right, the 
ministers, on the left the grand military off- 
cers. At the foot of the throne, on_ the 
right, the grand chamberlain on a stool (ta- 
bouret), on the left, the grand squire, and 
grand master of the ceremonies. Behind 
the Emperor will be the colonels, general ot 
the guard, the grand marshal, grand falconer, 
chamberlains, aides-de-camp, pages, © 
master of the ceremonies, and his assistants. 
As soon as the Emperor shall be seated, the 
whole assembly shall be covered. “The grand 
master of the ceremonies will take his Ma- 
jesty's orders. When the Emperor speaks, 
the whole shall be uncovered. When the 
Emperor shall conclude.the sitting, the pro- 
cession shall proceed in?the same order 1 
which it arrived, anda discharge of artillery 
will announce his departure from Oe bl 
and. his arrival at the ‘palace’ of Thuil- 
| PARIS, 19 MARCH, 12805. — 
The procession took place 


con- 


formably to the programme, and passed 
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through an immense concourse: of citizens 
assembled on the occasion. His Majesty was 
received at the, outer gate of the palace of 
the senate, by the grand officers of that body, 
and twenty-four members, who preceded 
him to the new hall, where the arrange- 
ments were extremely beautiful, and pre- 
sented a splendid coup d’wil.. His Majesty 
seated himself on his throne, surrounded by 
the princes, his ministers, his grand officers, 
and the officers of his hoysehold. The 
grand master of the ceremonies, pursuant to 
the order of the Emperor, summoned M. 
Semonville, and General Ferino, lately ap- 
pened senators, who had been presented by 
is Imperial Highness the Grand Elector 
Prince Joseph, to take the oath, which was 
administered to them by the Emperor. The 
crand ‘master of the ceremonies next con- 
veyed the orders of his Majesty to M. Maret, 
minister secretary of state, who read the fol- 
lowing message and decree :-— 
Senators—The Principality of Piombino, 
which France has for many years possessed, 
has been during that time administered with- 
out order of any superintending power.— 
Lying in the midst of Tuscany, and separated 
2sit is from our other possessions, we have 
thought it right to establish in it a particular 
regime. Piombino is interesting to us, by 
the facility which it presents. for communica- 
ting with the Isle of Elba and Corsica: we 
have, therefore, thought it our duty to be- 
stow this country, subject to the paramount 
sovereignty of France, on our sister the Prin- 
cess Eliza, conferring, at the same time, on 
her spouse the title of Prince of the Empire. 
—This grant. is. not the effect of private 
tenderness, but an act conformable to sound 
policy, to the splendour of our crown, and to 
the interest of our people, 
(Signed) NaApPoLeon, 
Secretary of State, Maret, 
Then follows the imperial decree for that 
purpose, in which the succession is declared 
hereditary in the descendants of the Princess, 
but under the control of France ; and -none 
of those descendants can matry without the 
Consent of the Emperor-of France. The 
husband of the Princéss Eliza is to be styled 
Prince Piombino, and to rank with a Prince 
of the French Empire. He is to swear obe- 
dience and fidelity fo the Emperor of France, 
and that he will do every thing in his power 
to succour the French garrison of the Isle of 





Elba. 


Report made to his: Majesty the Emperor, in 
the Sitting of the a ly M. Talley- | ba 


rand, Minister for Foreign Affairs :— 





Sinz—The ideas which I wish to submit 


* 


| 


to your Majesty, relate to yonr Majesty's 
dearest affections, as well as to the most im- 
portant interests of the Empire ; and at the 
Same time the object of these ideas is con- 
nected most intimately with the great. princi- 
ples of foreign politics, with the safety ofa 
great number of states, which cannot exist 
without your support, and, in short, with 
the tranquillity of all-the powers on the Con- 
tinent. For several months the eyes of 
all Europe have been fixed upon Italy. 
Great recollections, a continued series of 
misfortunes, and the immense glory which 
your Majesty has acquired there, attach all 
minds to its destiny. They ask themselves, 
if the lot of this great country, which so 
long ruled the world, and which since the 
time that it has declined from its ancient 
grandeur, from age to age, has become the 
scene and the, instrument of general ambi- 
tion, should at length be decided. From 
every part we hear the generous wish ex- 
pressed, that Italy should derive, from the. 
honour of having decided the fate of the last 
war, the unexpected advantage to exist by 
herself.; to conduct herself by the maxims 
of at independent system of politics ;. in 
fact, to remain for ever a stranger to. the 
quarrels, the misunderstandings, and the 
jealousy of.the great powers, Sire, under 
a reign like yours, all those conjectures 
which are united to just and great things, 
are only the presages and forerunners of the 
great designs of the sovereign. | Italy, its 
interests and its wants, have always been the 
objects of your care, and it may be conti- 
dently announced, that the lot. which you 
destine to her, will answer all the hopes that 
she could form,. when, at the conclusion. of 
your glorious victories, she, the first.among 
all the nations, proclaimed her admiration and 
her gratitude, and expressed her wishes, to 
you to attach herself for ever to your great 
destiny. It was in consequence of this 
wish, so often repeated, that twenty nations. 
united, eager to consolidate their liberty, 
and to sanctify their obedience, by the. so- 
lemnity of .a public act, received at Lyons a 
common organization, and conferred on, 
your Majesty the office of first magisirate, 
This institution, undefined in its denoynina~ 
tion, and unlimited as to its duration, only 
served to unite the interests and the affec- 
tions, and to allay the uneasiness of the mo- 
ment. ..But if the organization, of France 
had permitted to those people to open them-— 
selves without reserve, with respect to the 








ernment which they preferred, then the 
Sala have fone to ur Majesty: al 
that which, since the: of the em- 


pire, the Italian. army, the, constituted au- 


he 
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thorities, and numerous assemblages of in- 
telligent arid enlightened citizens, have una- 
nimously explained in their addresses—-that 
even if the hereditary system had not been 
established in France, the numbers, the di- 
versity, the jealousy, the weakness, the 
habits, and the opinions of the people who 
inhabit Italy, would there render its esta- 

lishment indispensable If from these 
considerations we proceed to those which 
are offered by foreign politics, the danger 
becomes more pressing. A French army 
occupies the state of Naples, where it has 





English army which occupies Malta, and a 
Russian army, which is, perhaps, only kept 
up in the Ionian isles to observe the French 
army. 
events ; in this complication of uncertain re- 
lations, when a false step, from whatever 
side itcomes, may bring on us the greatest 
calamities, may cover our country with 
blood and mourning, and render us the vic- 
tims of war, and what is still more dreadful, 
render us, perhaps, the victims of peace, 
what can we do but attach ourselves, while 
the danger exists, to our sole protector, our 
only hope, our only defender ; and to bind 
him, if possible, by his generous inclina- 
tion, to the work of his genius and his 
bounty. Sire, such are the wishes of the 
people of Italy; they are so pressing, so 
decisive, and so lawful, that you must hear 
them. Your Majesty shall thus reign in 
Italy ; and for some time to come, the em- 
pire and the kingdom, which you have esta- 
blished, united by the same affections, bound 
by the same oaths, wil) exalt and consolidate 
themselves wnder the shelter of the same 
power. And when the time comes that 
this union shall no longer be requisite for 
Italy, shall not be interesting for France, 
and shall no Jonger involve the tranquillity of 
Europe, it shail be dissolved. Your Majesty 
has irrevocably fixed the term of it; upon 
this point you have resisted the most lively 
solicitations ; you wished to leave no doubt, 
no illusion, and no expectation to your Ita- 
Jian subjects ; you wisely thought that when 
such great interests were at stake, and upon 
$0 solemn an occasion, it behoved you, above 
all, to make 2 worthy and free use of your 
power. Every thing is not uncertain in 
futurity; strong minds and exalted under- 
standings, can take into their view every 
thing which is within the reach of their pra- 
dence, and which belongs to the great arbi- 
ter of events. Your Majesty foresees with 
certainty the future event of the freedom of 
Malta, and the lawful independence of the 
tonian republic, Yeu do not wish to puta 














In this confused expectation of 
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rice on the separation of the crowns of 
Italy and France; and it is upon that ac- 


-| count that you have determined the period of 


j 





| of humanity.” 


it, in order that you may not one day EXPose 
yourself to the offensive alternative of the 
separation of the crown or of war: for 
then the respect due to your dignity would 
place you under the necessity of thaking the 
cry of honour lift itself even above the wish 
Like these great men, we 
have seen your Majesty carry with rapidity 


‘ ‘. t 
your arms into Europe and Asia. Your ac- 





_ tivity, like their's, could comprehend, in a 
nothing todo: it remains there to observe an © 


short period of time, the greatest extent, 
and bound over the greatest space. But in 
your most glorious expeditions, and in your 
boldest enterprises, were you ever hurried 
away by a wild and indefinite desire of con- 
quering and invading? No, without doubt, 


| and history has already inscribed ix its annals, 


that from the commencement of your glo- 
rious career, your Majesty wished to bring 


_ back France to ideas of order, and Europe 
_ to sentiments of peace. You saw with hor- 
_ ror a war which menaced the establishment 


of barbarism, and with fear revolution, 
which would cover France with mourning 
and destruction ; and you believed that pro- 


_ Vidence had raised you up to put an end to 


_ these two great calamities. 


In Italy you 


_ conquered to reconcile Germany to France : 


you then went to conquer in Asia, to wait 
for that period when you could come back 


| triumphant from thence, and at your return 


' reconcile France to herself. 


(Se ee 








Such was the 
glorious ambition of your Majesty. A 

M. de Mareschalchi, the minister of 
foreign affairs of the Italian republic, then 
mounted the tribune, and read the constitu- 
tional statute in the following words : 

‘* NAPOLEON, BY THE GRACE OF GOD 
AND THE CONSTITUTION, KING OF ITALY, 
TO ALL THOSE TO WHOM THESE SHALL 
COME GREETING.” Extract from the re- 
gister of the council of state, of March 17, 
1805. 


THE CONSTITUTIONAL STATUTE. 


Having read the 60th article of the const!- 
tution, respecting the constitatienal inita- 
tion, decrees: ‘ 
Napoleon, by the Grace of God and the 

Constitutions, Emperor of the French, 

and King of Italy, to all those whom 

these presents may-concern, greetung—— 

CONSTITUTIONAL STATUTE, 
| MARCHI7.-. 

The Consulta of State, in consideration of 
the unanimous opinion of the Consulta, 3° 
of the deputation assembled on the 15th ; ' 
consideration of the sixtieth article of U 
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constitution, in the constitutional proposi- 
tion, decrees, 1. The Emperer of the 
Freach, Napoleon First, is King of Italy. 
_—%?. Thecrown of Italy is hereditary 





~* #8 


gatural or adopted, from male to male, and 
to the utter exclusion of females and their 
‘escendants ; without, however, his right 
of adoption extending to any other person 
than a citizen of the French Empire, or of 
the kingdom of Italy. 3. Whenever 
the foreign troops shall evacuate the king- 
dom of Naples, the Ionian isles, and island 
of Malta, the Emperor Napoleon shall then 
deliver over the hereditary hingdom of Italy 
to one of his lawful male children, whether 
natural or adopted ——— 4. From this epoch 
the crown of Italy shall never after be united 
tothe crown of France, and the same head, 
and the successors of Napoleon I. in the 
kingdom of Italy, shall constantly reside in 
the territories of the Italian republic. ‘8. 
In the course of the present year the Empe- 
ror Napoleon, by the advice of the Consulta 
of State, and of the deputations of the Elec- 
toral Colleges, shall give to the Italian mo- 
narchy a constitution, founded on the same 
base with that of France, and on the same 
principals with those laws which he has al- 
ready given toTtaly. (Signed) Napo.goy. 


Merz1, Marescnatcnai, Caprara, 
Parapini, Fenarpr, Costapizi, Lvost, 
GuccuARDI. 


The different authorities of the Italian 
monarchy having taken the oath of fidelity 
to the king, his Majesty addressed them in 
these words : 

SeNaToRs—We wished on this occasion 
‘o come amongst you, for the purpose of ac- 
quaintng you with what our thoughts are 
upon one of the most important objects of 
tie state.—-—The strength and power of the 
French Empire, are exceeded by the mode- 
ration which regulates our political concerns. 
We have conquered Holland, three-fourths 
of Germany, Switzerland, and the whole of 
Italy. We have been moderate in the midst 
of the greatest prosperity. Out of so many 
Provinces, we have only preserved those 
which were necessary to keep us at the same 
Point of consideration in which France al- 
Ways was. The division of Poland, provin- 
a ‘orn from Turkey, the conquest of In- 

‘2, and almost all the colonies, had broken 
the general balance, to. our detriment. 
All that we have judged 














"establishment of. this balance, we have 
er and in doing-so, we have acted 
bn rmably to that principle by which we 
ave been always guided, never to take arms 


for the 





en 
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for the accomplisiment of vain -projects of 
greatness, nor from the desire of conquest. 
Germany was evacuated. Its provinces 
were restored to the descendants of so many 
illustrious. houses, which were lost for ever 
if we had not afforded them our general pro- 
tection. We have raised them up and con- 
firmed them, and the princes of Germany 
are at this day in a more splended situation 
than their ancestors were. Austria her- 
self, after two unsuccessful wars, has acquir- 
ed the state of Venice. At ail times she 
would willingly have exchanged the provin- 
ces which she has lost, for the Venetian ter- 
ritory ——Holland was scarcely conquered, 
when she was declared independant. Her 
union with our Empire would have com- 
pleted our commercial system, since the 
greatest rivers of one-half of our territory 
meet the sea through Holland. Stil, Hol- 
land is independent; and its customs, its 
commerce, and its administration, are ds- 
rected by the will of its government. 
Switzerland was occupied by our armies. 
We defended it against the combined force 
of Europe. Its union would have complet- 
ed our military frontier, Sull Switzerland 
governs itself by the act of mediation, and 
by the inclination of 19 free and independ- 
ent Cantons. The union of the territory 
of the Italian republic with the French Em- 
pire, would have been advantageous for the 
advancement of our agriculture. Neverthe- 
less, after the second conquest, we confirm- 
ed its independence at Lyons. We do more 
this day. We proclaim the principle of the 
separation of the crowns of France and Italy, 
assigning for the period of that separation, 
the moment when it shall become possible, 
without danger to our people of Italy —— 
We have accepted, and we will place on our 
head the iron crown of the ancient Lom- 
bards, for the purpose of new tempering it, 
to consolidate it, that it may not be sbroken 
in the midst of the tempests which menace 
it, so long as the Mediterranean shall not be 
restored to its pristine state. But we do 
not hesitate to declare, that we will trans- 
mit this crown to one of our lawful children, 
natural or adopted, the day when we shall be 
without alarm for that independence which 
we have guaranteed to the other states of the 
Mediterranean.——The genius of evil will 
seek in vain for pretexts to plunge the Con- 
tinent into war. That which has been unit- 
ed to our empire by the constitutional laws of 
the state, shall remain so. No new province 
shall be incorporated with it ;- but the laws 
of the Batavian republic, the act of media- 
tion of the nineteen Swiss Cantons, and the 
first statute of the kingdom of Italy, are con- 
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and we shall never suffer them to be attack- 
ed, In all circumstances, and in all trans- 
actions, we will display the same modera- 
tion ; and we hope, that our people will no 
longer have occasion to manifest that courage 
and energy which they have always shewn 
in defending their lawful rights. 





’ 
—_——-— 


New Constitution or Hotzanp.—-The 
following is a Skeich of the plan of the 
New Constitution of Holland, and an ac- 
count of the successive proceedings relatwe 
to ihe adoption of the said plan. 

Hacuge, 15 Marcu, 1805. 
This day the Legislative Body received, 
from the State Directory, a Note containing 
the following propositions: 1. That the 


plan of the Batavia constitution (inserted 


in. that note, and of which an abstract is 
given below) shall be proposed to the Bata- 


-vian people for their approbation or rejec- 


tion: and, 2. That it be proposed to the 
Batavian people, at the same time, to ap- 
point, in the event ot their adopting this 
constitution, Rutger Jan Schimmelpenninck, 
First Pensionary of the Council, with such 
powers as are more fully stated in the said 
proposal : and, 3. That both the above 
shall be proposed to the Batavian people, in 
conformity to the prescriptions published 
Sept. 14, 1801. The said note was, by 
the legislative body, referred to citizen Van- 
der Meulen, Van Hoof, Van Rhemen, Si- 
derius, De Crane, Repelaer Yan Spykenisse, 





De Joncheere, De Sitter, and De Lange 
. Van Wyngaerden, to take it into considera- 


tion, and toreport their opinion to the as- 


- sembly. 


‘The plan is divided into eighty-seven ar- 


- ticles. Articles 1 to 9, imelusive, contain 
. general regulations: by articles 10 to 14, the 


territorial division of the republic is fixed, 
which is to be comprised, as hitherto, in 
eight departments, subdivided into districts. 
The exercise of the fight to vote is to re- 
main provisionally npon the present footing. 
No clergyman, of any persuasion, can be 
elected to any political office, and military 

ns are not to vote, but at the place of 
their fixed habitation, separate from that 
where they are in garrison——Articles 15 
to $7, treat of the legislative body, which 
is tobe styled Their High Mightinesses, re- 





| presenting the Batavian Commonwegith : the 


assémily is to be addressed High and Migh- 


49 Dords.  'Thisassenibly, with the pension: 
vay, rep 


resent the supreme power of the 
* Batavian- people, and the fixiag of Jaws be- 
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longs tothem,> ‘Lhe assembly js to consist 
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of nineteen members, ‘elected for three 
years, and nominated by the administrations 
of the departments ; viz. seven for Holland 
one for Zealand, one for Utrecht, and two 
members for each of the other departments 
With respect to their qualifications, they 
must be citizens who have a right to vote 
be upwards of 30 years of age, born within 
one of the eight departments, or the colo. 
nies of the state, and have resided, for six 
years preceding their election, in the depart- 
ment for which they shall sit, unless absent 
in the service of the republic; and they 
must not be related to each other up to the 
fourth degree of consanguinity, For each 
election the departmental administration js 
to send four names to the pensionary, who 
will reduce that number to two, of whom 
the administration will elect one. The pen- 
sionary is to open the sitting of their high 
mightinesses, who next proceed to elect one 


of their members as president. They are 


to send two names, not of members, to the 
pensionary, who will elect one, a grefiier, 
or secretary to the assembly. Aj! resolutions 
are to be signed by the president, and coun- 
tersigned by the secretary. ‘The members 
will vote without instructions from the de- 
partments, to whom they are not.account- 
able for their conduct ip the assembly of 
their high mightinesses.——Members of a 
departmental administration, secretaries ot 
state, rnembers of the council of the city, 
of finances, and of courts of justice, can- 
not sit in the assembly, while they retain 
their posts. ‘The assembly consults on no 
other subjects than. those which are propos- 
ed by the pensionary of state’: # may ap- 
prove or reject the laws proposed, but can- 
not make any alteration in them ; if approv- 
ed, the pensionary is immediately informed 
of it, who is charged with the promulgation 
and execution thereof : if rejected, the as- 
sembly will acquaint the pensionary with the 
reasons, who may propose the same plan 3 
second time, either altered, or with the ad- 
dition of new reasons.———The assembly | 
exclusively charged with deliberating on the 
taxes proposed by the pensionary. . it yay, 
on his proposition, grant pardon or remls- 
sion of punishment, sentenced by the courts 
of justice. When it does not sit, the oo 
sionary can grant a reprieye, but must @&- 
quaint the area thereof at the first en- 
suing meeting. It. be exclusively (9 





the assembly to confirm treaties of pea, 

alliance, or commerce, with the excepto” 

of the secret articles of a treaty,.whicl 

must, however, not be contrary to 

| lic articles, nor contain:a cession of an Ba 
favian territory, War cannot be , 
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put by a previous resolution of their high 
mightinesses, on the report of the pension- 
ary. ——The regular sitting is to be twice a 
year, from the 15th of April, to the Ist of 
June; and from the ist of December, to 
the 15th of January. ‘The members may be 
sunmoned by the pensionary, and at his 
leasure, for am extraordinary sitting. One- 
third of the number of members are to go 
out on the 1st of December annually, to 
commence on the 1st of December, 1806. 
Their salary is 3000 florins a year. The 
members going out are eligible to be re- 
chosen. Articles 38 to 61, relate to the 
pensionary, who is to exercise tiie executive 
power, inthe name of their high mighti- 
nesses, representing the Batavian common- 
wealth. He is to be elected by a majority of 
votes of the 19 members of the assembly, 
for five years, and is always competent to be 
re-elected. But the first pensionary shall 
heep his place from the introduction of this 
constitution, to the*expiration of five years 
after a peace with England. He may resign 
his post at any time, into the hands of their 
high mightinesses, whose president willy in 
that case, or in the event of death, occupy 
his place, and take care that a successor be 
speedily appointed ; for which purpose he 
inust sammon the assembly immediately.— 
—The pensionary of the council must be a 
citizen who has a vote, past the age of thir- 
ty-five, born in the Batavian commonwealth, 
where he must have resided the six preced- 
ing years, not related to his immediate pre- 
decessor in the third degree of consanguini- 
ty or collateral relation (by marriage). If 
abroad in the service of the republic, it is 
ho impediment. The pensiouary does 
not, in any case, exercise any legislative au- 
thority ; he has no concern with ang cause 
which is pending iu a court of justice, esta- 
blished by law, ner-with the application of 
the pecuniary ways and means of the state, 
otherwise than pursuant to.the law. Heap- 
points a council of state, of not less than 
hve, nor more than nine members, whose 
qualifications must be like these of their 
high mightinesses. He lays no proposal for 
a law before the assembly, without having 
previously consulted the council of state, In 
the assembly of their high mightinesses, he 
may either prepose the laws in person, or 
through the members of the council, in his 








tame. He appoints a secretary-general of 


state, who. is to countersign all public acts 


_ Of the state. ‘He also nominates five secre- 


taries of state; one for- foreign affuirs, one 
for the navy, one for the war department, 
one for the interior, and one for the:finances, 


| With @-council of finance; consisting of three 





members as counsellors, He appoints all 
foreign ministers, all officers of the army 
and navy, ‘all national officers of state, and 
all members ot the tribunals, except the 
members of-the national court of justice, 
concerning whom there are regulations sti- 
pulated ‘by article 79. He directs the fleets 
and camps of the Batavian commonwealth ; 
settles the military ranks, provides for the 
security of the state, for the undisturbed ad- 
ministration of justice, for the execution of 
the laws, and is charged with the highest 
political authority of the whole state, as 
well in ‘civil as ecclesiastical affairs, and he 
appoints the magistrates for the place where 
the government resides. All acts of the 
government are made out in the nameof their 
high mightinesses, representing the Bata- 
vian commonwealth, and signed by the pen- 
sionary, and countersigned by the secretary- 
general of state. ‘The pensionary has the 
chief administration of the national pecuni- 
ary resources. He fixes the salaries of the 
officers of state. He also grants pensions, 
pursuant to the stipulations made by law.— 
—He delivers annually to the assembly, a 
general account of the exigencies of the state, 
which their high mightinesses approve or 
reject, but they must make no alteration in 
it. In that account there is a head for ob- 
jects not susceptible of specification, ma- 
naged by the-pensionary for the service of 
the state, and for defraying the expence of 
supporting the honour and dignity of his post, 
and the expenditure of his own offices, and 
of the persons there employed. In _justifi- 
cation of the demand of that sum, there 
shall only be required a declaration, signed 
with his own hand, that it has been a. an 
clusively for the concerns and service of the 
state, and in no wise for enriching him or 
his relations. ‘The financial means revhain 
at first, as already established in each depart- 
ment, but the pensionary’s first care will be, 
to consider every thing tending to increase 
the revenue of the state, to simplify the dif- 
ferent branches of.the administration, and 
to introduce the strictest economy. eve 
where; also to propose laws either foramend- 
ing the established system of taxation, or for 
introducing a new system, to replacethe pre- 
sent one of departmental taxation.——— 








remaining twenty-eight articles of the 
_propose the establishment of a ‘cohol 
fice of accounts, to consist of not less than 


five, nor more than nine members ; that the 
administrations of the departments shall pro- 
visionally retain their present organization, 


but subject to.a revision; that the high mi-. 


litary tribunal shall be established, and ana- 
tional: court of justice of nine members. 
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The appointménts and functions of all those 
colleges are stipulated by separate articles ; 
and the whole is concluded by the form of 
the oath, to be taken by the legislative body 
and the pensionary. 


-Hacuz, Marcu 22, 1805. — 
The Legislative Body, in its sitting of this 
day confirmed the proposal of the Direc- 
tory, relative to the plan of a new consti- 
tution, the committee having made a fa- 
vourable report thereof on the 20th. 


Hacvue, Marcu 25, 1805. 


_ This day the State Directory issued the 
following order, to be sent to the different 
districts accompanied with a copy of the 
Plan of the New Constitution.—I, That, as 
speedily as possible, after the receipt hereof, 
the administrations of the communes shall 
Jay copies of this publication at a sufficient 
number of public places, within their com- 
munes for inspection. II. That on Tues- 
day, the Oth of April next, public registers 
shall be opened in each commune of the 
Batavian Republic, and an opportunity be 
given to all citizens of the Netherlands, of 
the age of 20, and by Article XXV. of the 
present Constitution, not excluded from 
voting, to give their votes on the proposed 
plan of the Constitution, the nomination of 
Rutger Jan Schimmelvennink to the post 
of first Pensionary, and his qualification for 
introducing that Constitution. II. ‘That 
the registers of votes be closed on the 16th of 
April next, and then the result be trans- 
mitted to the State Directory as speedily as 
possible, and before the 25th of the same 
month, by the administrations of the com- 
munes, together with a list of the probable 
numbers of citizens in their communes, 
who have a right to vote ; in order to pub- 
lish the result immediately to the Batavian 
people, when all those who have aright to 
vote, but have not given in their votes, will 
be considered as having, approved of the 
plan of the Constitution. 


Hacue, Aprit 1, 1805. 


The State Directory of the Batavian Re- 
ublic makes known :—Whereas the State 
Directory has Jearned that different notions 
are existing, and that some scruples are en- 
tertained, relative to the true sense of the 








‘| 2d, and of the latter part of the 3d ar- 
| ticlés of the publication of the 25th inst. 


, the propose< Plan of the Con- 
| ae the appointment of Rutzer Jan 


Schimmelpenninck, as First_Pensionary of 
the Conncil, and the qualification of the 
same for imtfeducing the Constitution; as 








if it could be inferred from the second point 
of the 3d article, that the inhabitants must 
give their votes separately on the three points 
aforesaid ; whilst others seem to infer from 
the latter part of the third point of the 34 
article, that those voters, who have not 
given in their votes shall be considered to 
have accepted only the Plan of the Consti- 
ttitution, and not the nomination of R. J. 
Schimmelpenninck, nor the qualification to 
be conferred upon him : And in taking 
into consideration, how contrary such an 
explanation would be, not only to the purport 
of the said publication, but also to the sense 
and the-context of the proposal of the 
Directory, and the subsequent approbation 
of the Legislative Body ; and that it is es- 
sential to employ, in an affair of so great 
importance, every’ means which may serve 
to prevent any possible misunderstanding. 
The Directory, therefore, has resolved 
to declare, that the sense and meaning of 
the aforesaid. proposal, consequently also 
of the publication emanated therefrom, re- 
quires, that the three subjects, occurring 
in the 2d section of the 3d article of 
the publication of the 25th of March 
last, viz. 1. The Plan of the Con- 
stitution: —2. The nomination of Rutzer 
Jan Scimmelpennick, as First Pensionary of 
the Council: —3. The qualification to be 
conferred upon him, for introducing that 
Constitution :—Must not be separated from 
one another ; but that the inhabitants must 
give in their vote on these three subjects 
together, simul and seme/, by yes or no; 
and that by consequence thereof, as likewise 
from the tenor of the 2d article of the said 
publication, the latter part of the third sec- 
tion of the third article of the aforesaid pub- 
lication, must be understood so, that all 
those lawful voters who shall not have deli- 
vered their votes, will be considered to have 
accepted, not only the Plan of the Con- 
stitution, but also the nomination of Ratzer 
Jan Schimmelpenninck, as First Pensionary, 
and the qualification to be conferred upon 
him for introducing the Constitution, 4 2 
consequence of the proposal. The State 
Directory orders, that the present publication 
shall be publicly read, and affixed wherever 
it is requisite. (Signed). J. B. BicKEB. 


“Hacus, Apriv 4, 1805. 


The following remonstrance, under this. date 
wias addressed to the State Directory Ly th? 
Citizens and Inhabitants of Utrecht. of 

Frttow Citizexs,——A new Ssihe 

a constitution being again pr “f : 

Batavian pachie, order to its being . 

jected, without delay, to their assent oF 
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‘ection, and as we have it not in our power 
+o make known the reasons for our dissent 
at the time of voting ; we take the liberty to 
inform you, that after minute investigation 
aud mature consideration of the said plan, 
the same appeared to us, far from amending 
the present constitution, to be, on the con- 
trary, liable to produce much greater evil, 
which, sooner or later, must necessarily pro- 
ceed therefrom to the nation ; and we there- 
fore feel no difficulty in stating, that the said 
plan, according to eur view of it, is at va- 
riance with the interest of the people of Ba- 
tavia, and republican liberty, for which our 
ancestors have sacrificed so much blood and 
treasure. Jt appears from the contents of 
this plan, that I. That the possessions 
and property of the inhabitants are left at the 
mercy of the most arbitrary dispositions of 
the political power, the experience whereof 
has proved of great injury to so many emi- 
nent inhabitants from the year 1795, down 
tothe present time, without obtaining any 
redress, notwithstanding their just complaints 
have been presented against these abuses ; 
which is the cause of so much dissatisfaction 
at this time. If. That, by the said plan, 
justice, and the course of the law, that palla- 
dium and sacred support of liberty, which 
Was still left free by the present constitution, 
and which ought always to rémain free unto 
all the inhabitants in all cases, is impeded, 
aud can be suborned in the most arbitrary 
manner, which cannot be limited by any 
constitution, since it is the incontrovertible 
right of every member ‘of society. LI, 
That the Supreme Power is placed above 
every law, and a most unlimited, nay despo- 
lc authority is committed to one person, as 
"were, under the old title of Pensionary of 
‘he Council, a power, much greater and 
hore extensive than ever belonged to the an- 
Cent Counte of Holland, and to the late 
‘tadtholders, nay, which even exceeds that 
o a Constitutional King, there being aban- 
coned to him without the least limitation :— 
|. The whole supreme administration of the 
ittonal pecuniary means, to dispose of them 
‘cording to his pleasure-——2. The free 
“sposal of the whole military force of the 
rountry, as well by sea as Jand, 3. The ar- 
‘rary nomination of all high functionaries, 
ia > tree appointiment of the administra- 
Prk the place, where the government re- 
ahi to the prejudice of the right of its in- 
RSS is to the free election of their own 
oe 4..The exclusive right of alone 
Hiv, 3 9 we in the assembly of their 
me ightinesses, and the limitation of the 

Wer of that assembly, which»cannot ‘deli- 














berate-on any other subjects. but such as are | 
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proposed to it by him; thus, when-he is si- 
lent, all are silent, and a deadly lethargy en- 
sues. 5. That he is made accountable to no 
man, but only to the Supreme Being, who 
is contemplated with far too much looseness 
and liberty ; for there being no ruling or dis~ 
tinguished religion established, surely a wide 
door is opened for every body's conscience, 
upon which the people of Batavia must en- 
tirely depend, and embark all their concerns, 
—A power, therefore, of which one of the 
members of the legislative assembly has just- 
ly observed, that if the person who possesses 
it bea Cato, managing the republic.wisely 
and honestly, the commonwealth may pos- 
sibly be happy for the time being; but on 
the contrary, if he be a Cesar, it must stoop 
under his control, And is it now -eligible 
and prudent for the inhabitants of this coun- 
try, to adopt a plan of a constitution of that 
nature upon an uncertainty, and for the na- 
tion to be hazarded upon the chance whe- 
ther a Cato or a Cesar shal] be at any time 
placed at its head? With great reason did 
the aforesaid member exhort the inhabitants 
of this country to watch diligently over this 
point, that they might not deliver themselves 
up indiscriminately to despotism and vio- 
lence, and thus suffer themselves to be fet- 
tered with bonds of slavery. ‘Lhese are the 
reasons, citizens, why we, as well for us as 
for our posterity, are neither willing nor 
able to resolve upon the aceeptation of a con- 
stitution, by which, under the specious forms 
of old names or titles, the most arbitrary go- 
vernment may be introduced. Far be it, ne- 
vertheless, that by this our rejection of the 
proposed plan, we should be understood to 
approve of the existing constitution in the 
whole, and that we should not be considered 
as disposed to agree with you im any wise 
improvement of a more concentrated admi- 
nistration : no, the contrary is the fact; for 
if we are to speak out what wethink, and 
what our hearts dictate, we have experienced 
none but, unfortunate years since the revolu- 
tion of 1795; and the sounding words of 
Equality, Liberty, and Fraternity, of Bata- 
vian Liberty, of Unity and Indivisibility of a 
pretended patriotism, and of a far-famed and 
loud cry of Love of our Country, have pro- 
duced none but the bitterest fruit to the prin- 
cipal part of the nation, to those who have 
not enriched themselves by the treasures le- 
vied at so dear a rate. . We long, therefore, 
for a change, but at the same time for an im- 
provement; and nothing will be more agree- 
able to us, (this we speak confidently in the 
name of the whole nation) than, after being 
so long tossed to and fro, to see for once a 


good plan of a constitution offered, resting 
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solely upon the basis of rights, of equity, and 
of sound politics, by which liberty and di- 
vine worship should be maintained, every in- 
dividual protected in the possession of his 
lawful property, justice exercised without 
impediment ; so that even the meanest in- 
habitant may obtain his due right, and by 
which the Supreme Power shall not be.placed 
above the law, and a sovereign and unlimit- 
ed authority not entrusted to any single indi- 
vidual, whosoever he be, and by whatever 
appellation he may be distinguished. And 
how greatly is it to be lamented, citizens, 
that in the present instance, an inconsiderate 
enthusiasm should have deviated so far from 
the union, and placed every thing upon a 
vague foundation ; from the union, by which 
our republic, under the blessing of God, had 
risen to the highest summit of felicity ; from 
the union, by which every man’s real liberty 
was provided for, and divine worship duly 
maintained, without tyranny or compulsion 
of conscience, and all predominance of one 


province over the others was duly prevented, | 


and by which, as you yourselves have not ob- 
scurely hinted in your note to the legislative 
body, the country has experienced such hap- 
piness during two centuries. And if this be 
true, as it is undoubtedly, can the nation de- 
sire any other plan of a constitution, than 
such a one as being purged from all former 
defects, as much as is consistent with the 
present circumstances, shall be principally 
founded upon the union? If, however, the 
critical circumstances in which we are in- 
volved by a ruinous war, require for that pe- 
ried a concentrated administration, to give 
more energy to the decrees which are to be 
assed for the welfare of our country ; well 
then, in that ease, let us follow the steps of 
the ancient Romans, and appoint until the 
ace, or for a limited time, five years at the 
ongest, a Dictator, after the Roman man- 
ner; let us name even the intended person 
(Schimmelpenninck) to this jpre-eminence, 
and Jet all necessary power and authority be 
entrusted provisionally to him, without im- 
airing the people's liberty and justice ; but 
Ie us by no means deprive the nation thereof 
for ever, under a constitution, the conse- 
quence of which may be the most arbitrary 
oppression, under which we must suffer and 
endure violence, or be reduced to the dis- 
‘agreeable necessity (like so many other re- 
spéctable families, which have already re- 
‘moved their residence to other countries) of 
it this our native soi], once so free ; 
but *to the introducing of this. constitution, 
ahd of necessity, we can never give our as- 
‘sefit;’ afr-se many- sacrifices as we haye 
amade to liberty; we must, therefore, in 


I 








(76e ae 

giving our suffrage, reject the pro 

with the most decided neaetive: ee : 
HAGUE, 20th Arrit, 1805. "7 


This morning, about half past seren, his 
Excellency M. SCHIMMELPENNINCK, with se 
his consort and children, arrived here, and +e 
immediately took up his residence in the pa- “9 
lace called the Old Court. At half past nine p 
his Excellency gave audience to yarious per- 
sons, and received their congratulations on 
his accession to the high dignity of pension- 
ary. At half past one his Excellency was 
conducted into the presence of the directory 
of state, before whom he took the oath pre- a 
scribed by the constitution ; after which the Ma’ 
directory ef state laid down their posts. 
This was notified to the public as follows: 
“« The pensionary of the Batavian repub- 
«lic, Rurcer Jan ScHIMMELPENNINCK, ; 
** hereby notifies, in that quality, that he - 
‘< has this day provisionally taken the oath os 
** prescribed by the constitution to the pre- “e 


Tiere 


par’ 
per 


K red 






** sident of the directory of state ; and that, Pm : 
“* jn pursuance thereof, after the dissolution ‘ “a 
“* of the directory of state, the government ~ 
** of the Batavian republic is constituted. an 
** Moreover, that M.C. G. Hutrman has, ae 
“* by said pensionary, been nominated and wep 
‘* appointed general secretary of state. Hi. Ue 
** Done in the Hague, April 209, 1805. Be a 
** (Signed) ScHIMMELPENNINCK.” Lan 
HAGUE, 30th Aprix, 1805. unit’ 
To-day, in the legislative assembly, a ration, 
letter was read from the directory of state, eng 
dated the 29th instant, communicating that shose 
his Excellency the pensionary had, at the ei 
4 ec 










appointed time, appeared before them and 
taken the prescribed oath, and that they had 
afterwards resigned their posts; inviting the 
legislative body to follow their example, by 
dissolving their assembly, and to intimate it 
to the pensionary by letter. The president 
of the legislative body having made a speech 
suitable to the solemn occasion, declared. in 
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the name of the people, the dissolution of ti . 
the legislative body of thé Batavian com- Mi , 
monwealth ; and that intimation thereo! no ; - 

HN ¢ 


should be given to the pensionary. Nearly 
all the constituted high colleges here have 
paid their compliments to the pensiozary. 


HAGUE, 10th may, 1805. 


By a decree of the pensionary of this Re- 
public, of this day, the following appo™™ 
ments have been made : secretary of foreig? 
affairs, M,. Van Der Goes. " 
war, M. G. J. nan. Secretary of bome 
affairs, M.H. Van Stradlen. Lat my: 
Royen is ‘provisionall charged ¥ ru CO 
navy hapiseedet ”M. P. Dessevael, ature 
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Pd play er of the bureau of state. All these 
ys will this day take the oaths, and 
wy on their respective offices. 
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yig EXCELLENCY M. R. J. SCHIMMEL- 
pENNINCK, AMBASSADOR FROM THIS 
coUNTRY TO HIS MAJESTY THE EMPEROR 
of THE FRENCH. ' 

Asthe people of Batavia had sanguinely 
“ered themselves that they should receive, 
er your concurrence, a wise plan of a 
gtitution, they were as sensibly affected 











































ra seeing the State- Directory offer a plan to 
th pre- » nation, for its assent or rejection, by 
ich the uich the liberty of the inhabitants of this 
posts puntry is, in our Opinion, undermined in all 
oo. s parts ——Now, since no faculty is given 
repub. permitted at the time of voting, to state 
ai ie « reasons of our rejection, we have thought 
hat he roper to inform the State-Directory of those 
siptiang sous by anote, at the same time taking 
ie gue ‘liberty to transmit to your Excelleney a 
d that, py of that note, to which we refer you, 
Re i the sake of brevity. And although 
aa ehave declared by that note our willing- 
‘tuted. ss to agree with the State Directory, in 
= ty, soling to establish an improved. plan of a 
ve pastitution, founded upon justice, equity, 
ou ty und politics, and as nearly as possible upon 
(05. he Union ; and in order to bestow, during 

: le present critical circumstances, more 
ergy on the decrees for the welfare of our 

puntry, by a more concentrated adminis- 

bly, 2 mation, to entrust the necessary power and 
state, nthonity for a limited time to a person, in 
ig that hose abilities, probity, and.love of his 
at the ouutry, the people of Batavia might safely 
mand fe’uide, and have made no difficulty to pro- 
»y had e’* to the Directory for that purpose in 
ng the e said note, the nomination of your Ex- 
le, by llency, who at the present moment cer- 
rate it inly appears to us the properest person to 
sident Me °C country from decay and ruin; we 
peech etthink, on being called upon in a solemn 
ed. in “ner, that we ought not to give our as- 
on a ntto the establishment of a constitution, 
com- uch may have for its consequence sooner 
jercot i later, for us, or for our posterity, the 
Jearly iit arbitrary despotism. Although we 
have 4 well convinced, considering the manner 
ty. Young, by which all those who do not 


Pear are understood to have assented, that 
Ree Hed and expectations will not be ful- 
. ‘ot i... 2 We, for ourselves, could not re- 
peat Pp Be to adopt a plan, by which the people 

of . ri May some time be reduced to a 
- we samme, desiring, sincerely, that 
Van vm xcellency will be pleased to take in 
the i: ear this our act, done for the good of 

ree Moats, > 24 that you will also take into 
, © consideration the reasons more amply 
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stated in the aforesaid note to the State- 
Directory, as being of the greatest interest to 
every inhabitant. We remain, Your 
FeL_Ltow-Cirizens. 


ee 


DOMESTIC OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
Votuntrer Corps.—Circular Letter from 

Lord Hawkesbury, Sec. of State, to the 

Lords Lieutenant of Counties. Dated, 

April 1, 1805. 

My Loxo,—The obvious and important 
improvement which the state and discipline 
of the volunteers have alfeady experienced 
from the measure of placing them, for a 
limited time, on permanent pay and duty, 
has determined His Majesty to give eflect to 
the disposition which has already been 
manifested by many corps of volunteers, 
to renew their offers of going out on pef- 
manent duty, under regulations similar 
to those which were established and acted 
upon the last’ year. With regard to these 
regulations, I am desirous of directing your 
attention particularly to the previous steps 
to be taken before the proposal of any 
corps to assemble on permanent pay and 
duty is transmitted to me, in order that the 
concurrence of the general of the district to 
the proposal may be signified to me, at the 
same time, with an exact return of the ef- 
fective numbers and rank of the volunteers 
who are tobe assembled, and accompanied 
by a statement of the time and place of their 
assembling, and of the périod for which it 
is intended they should remain on duty. 
For the purpose of giving every due encou- 
ragement to this description of service, it is 
the intention of His Majesty's government 
to propose to parliament to authorise them to 
advance to the non-commissioned ofhicers, 
trumpeters, drummers, and privates, a suin 
not exceeding one guinea for twenty-one 
days, and in that proportion for any shorter 
period; to be drawn for by the captains 
of-companies, upon the receiver general of 
the county to which the corps may belong. 























War in West-Lxpies. Downing 
Street, May 6, 1805. Acdispatch, of which 
the following is a copy, has been this day 
received by Earl Camden, K. G. one of His 
Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, from 
Lieutenant-General Sir William Myers, Bart. 
commanding His Majesty's troops in -the 
Windward and Leeward Islands: 

Barladoes, March Q, 1905. 

My Lord,—lI have the honour to inclose 
to your lordship, copy of a dispatch from 
Brigadier-General Prevost, dated Domini¢a, 
ist March ; the details contained therein are 


‘so highly reputable to the brigadier-gerieral, 
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and the small portion of troops employed 
‘against so numerous an enemy, that I have 
great satisfaction in recommending their gal- 
lant exertions may be laid before His Ma- 
‘jesty ; the zeal and talent manifested by the 
brigadier-general upon this occasion, it is 
my duty to present for his royal considera- 
tion ; and at the same time I beg to be per- 
mitted to express the high sense I entertain 
of the distinguished bravery of His Majesty’s 
troops and the militia of the colony employed 
upon that service. ‘The vigorous resistance 
which the enemy have experienced, and the 
loss which they have sustained in this attack, 
must evince to them, that however inferior 
our numbers were on this occasion, British 
troops are not to be hostilely approached 
with impunity, and had not the tewn of 
Roseau been accidentally destroyed by fire, we 
should have little to regret and much to 
exult in.——Your lordship will perceive by 
the returns, that our joss in men, compared 
to that-of the enemy, is but trifling ; but I 
have sincerely to lament that of Major Nunn, 
of the 1st West-India Regiment, whose 
wound is reported to be of a dangerous 
kind; he is an excellent man, and a mie- 
ritorious officer. -(Signed) W. Myers. 


Dominica, March 1, 1805. 


Sir,——About an hour before the dawn 
of day on the 22d ult. an alarm was fired at 
Scotshcad, and soon after a cluster of ships 

‘was distovered off Roseau. «As our light in- 
creased, I made out five large ships, three 
frigates, two brigs, and small craft, under 
British colours, a ship of three decks carry- 
ing a flag at the mizen. The frigates rang- 
iug too ciose to Furt Young, I ordered them 
to be fired on, and svon after nineteen large 
barges full of troops, appeared coming from 
under the lee of the other ships, attended and 
‘protected by an armed schooner full of men, 
and seven other boats carrying carronades. 
The English flag was lowered, and that of 
France hoisted. A landing was imme- 
diately attempted on my Jefi hand, between 
the town of Roseau and the post of Cache- 
crow. ~The light infantry of the Ist West 
India regiment were the first on the march 
to support Captain Senant’s company of mili- 
. tia, we throughout the day, behaved with 
great gallantry. It was immediately sup- 
‘ported by the grenadiers of the 46th regi- 
ment. The first boats were beat of, but 
the schooner and one of the brigs coming 
., Ghose in shore to cover the landing, compelled 
Our troops ‘to occupy a better position ; a 








efile leading to the town.’ At this moment 


militia, and" svon after the re- 
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mainder of the 46th, and gave over to } 
Nunn these brave troops, with orders n 
yield to the enemy one inch of ground - 
field-pieces (an amuzette and a six-pour 
were brought into action for their sup 
under the command of Serjeant Cree 
the 40th regiment, manned by additi 
gunners and sailors——These guns, a 
twenty-four pounder from Melville batt 
shook the French advancing column by 























execution they did, I sent two comp 4 
of the St. George’s militia, under the ¢ =e 
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel Constable, in his 
a company of the 46th to prevent the eng $e 
from getting into the rear of the position y . 
cupied by Major Nunn. On my retu rv. 
found the Majestueux, of one hundred oie 
twenty guns, laying opposite to Fort Yor me 
pouring into the town and batteries her br ones 
sides, tollowed by the other seventy-foy + ‘ 
and frigates doing the same.——Some a oan 
lery, several captains of merchantmen, a . ; 
their sailors, and the artillery militia, man : 4 T 
five twenty -four- pounders, and tl - 
eighteens, at the fort, and five twenty-f ad 
at Melville's battery ; and returned an “ th 
interrupted fire. From the first post *n 
hot shot were thrown. At about ten o’cl “gy 
A. M. Major Nunn, most unfortunately nuk 


His Majesty's service, whilst faithfully qm) 
ecuting the order I had given, was wound 





I fear, mortally. This did not discour vn 
the brave fellows—Captain O'Connell, Se 
the Ist West-India regiment, received t “ 
command, and awound, almost at the sa ‘ee 
time ; however, the last circumstance © a 
not induce him to give up the honour of | M a 
first, and he continued in the field animati fore 
his men, and resisting the repeated chat o 
of the enemy until about ene o'clock, w aa 


° > +4 : h 
he obliged the French to retire from thé gar 
advanced position with great slaughter. cont 
is impossible for me to.do justice to the n 









rit of that officer, ,You will, J doubt u Or 
favourably report his conduct to His M He 
jesty, and, at the same time, that of Capt mie 
James, who commanded the 46th, and Ca and 
tain Archibald Campbell, who commane gin 
the grenadiers of the 46th. _ Foiled and be par 
off on the left, the right flank was atten?" 
and a considerable torce. was landed - nal 
Morne Daniel. The regulars, not exce™ the 


two hundred, employed on, the left in ie Lic 
posing the advance of their columns, . fir 
sisting of upwards .of two thousan bee 

























could afford me ne reinforcement, 1 had OE ha 
_the right wing of the St. George § TE" BE his 
of militia to oppose to them, of about “HE oy 
hundred men. They, attacked , tb re 
“but unfortunately the fri ti 





‘close to the shore to protect 














és 
ov tion, that after receiving a destructive fire, 
740] ‘rey fell back, and occupied the heights of 
overs ‘. Woodbridge Estate. ‘hen it was, that a 
bround ; column of the enemy marched up to Morne 
Lh ‘X-POUMME p.niel, and stormed the redoubt, defended 
ivan, by a small detachment, which, after an ob- 
by rs ginate resistance, they carried, On my left, 
guns, 3 Captain O'Connell was gaining ground, not- 
ville bate withstanding a fresh supply of troops and 
umn by i! field pieces which had been brought 
: by the enemy. I now observed a 
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vO con d Dips ! 
ler the lrve column climbing the mountains to get 
nstabl in his rear. The town, which had been 
F eC, 2 ‘ > ‘ 
rsome time in flames, was only protected 
nt the en for some time In ‘A yp 


by a light howitzer and a six-pounder to the 


' POsitio , : : 
Apu right, supported by part of the light company 


my retu 











hundr of the St. George’s regiment. ‘The enemy’s 
“emg lige ships in Woodbridge Bay, out of the 
Fort You irge NS) Nps in OO0C 1C ge ay ’ ou 


reach of my guns; my right flank gained, 
myretreat to Prince Rupert's almost cut off, 
I determined on one attempt to keep the so- 
vereignty of the island, with the excellent 
troops 1 had warranted. I ordered the mi- 
litia to remain at their post, except such as 
were inclined to encounter more hardships 
and severe service ; and Captain O'Connell, 
with the 46th, under the command of Cap- 


es her br 
venty-fi 
-Some a 
itmen, 
itia, man 
and tl 
weaty-f 
rned an 4 





2h gas tin James, and the light company of the 
tunately Ist West-India regiment, were. directed to 
ithfully mike a forced march to Prince Rupert's. 
ieee Ithen allowed the President to enter into 
> terms for the town of Roseau; and then de- 
panel. manded from the French general that private 
aniued property should be respected, and that no 
tthe oxi wanton or disgraceful pillage should be al- 
anne Cn lowed, This done, only attended by Bri- 
sour of sade-Major Prevost, and Deputy Quarter- 
animat Master-General Hopley, of the militia 
ed char; forces, I crossed the island, and, in twenty- 
ck, wi four hours, with the aid of the inhabitants, 
from tha °" the exertions of the Caribs, got to this 
ghter. frison,on the 23d, After four days 
to then ‘atnued march, through the most difficult 
loubt Bi country, I might almost say existing, Capt. 
His M O'Connell joined me at Prince Rupert's, 
of Captaif/™ “ended himself, and bringing in_ his 
and Ca ‘ounded, with a few of the Royal Artillery, 
mmand °" “he preciobs remainder of the 46th re- 
and bem ©'ent, and the Ist West-India light com- 
ttempte a ae had no sooner got to the fort 
edn van T ordered cattle to be drove in, and took 
xceedi neasures for getting a store of water from 
ft in the river in the Bay. I found my signals to 
ins, of ‘eatenant-Colone] Broughton, from Roseau, 
ond 104 lade soon after the enemy had landed, had 
had of “en received, and that, in Consequence, he | 
regime me tade the most judicious ‘arrangements 
yout of of this tee would y of for the defence 
bh sp iS important post——On. the 25th I. 
204i ;, ved the letter of summons I have now 
' the honour fo franemitt. fram Cleheral of Di 
mbat onour to transmit, from General of Di- 
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vision La Grange, and, without delay, sent 


the reply you will find accompanying it. 
On the 27th the enemy's cruizers hovered 
about the head; however, the Centaur’s 
tender (Vigilante), came in, and was saved 
by our guns. I landed Mr. Henderson, her 
commander, and his crew, to assist-in the 
defence we were prepared to make. As 
far as can be collected, the enemy had about 
four thousand men on board, ‘and the whole 
of their force was compelled to disembark 
before they gained an inch of ground. [ 
intrust this dispatch to Captain O’Connell, to 
whom I beg to refer you: his serVices entitle 
him to consideration. I am much indebted 
to the zeal and discernment of Fort Adjutant 
Guary, who was very accessary to the due 
execution of my orders. 1 cannot pass 
unnoticed the very soldier-like conduct of 
Lieutenant Wallis, of the 40th regiment, to 
whom I had entrusted the post of Cachecrow, 
or Scotshead; perceiving our retreat, he 
spiked his guns, destroyed his ammunition, 
and immediately commenced his march to 
join me at Prince Rupert's, with his detach- 
ment; nor that of Lieutenant Shaw, of the 
same regiment, who acted as an officer of 
artillery, and behaved with uncommon cool- 
ness and judgment, whilst on the battery, 
and great presence of mind in securing the 
retreat of the additional gunners belonging to 
the 46th regiment———On the 27th, after 
levying a contribution on Roseau, the enemy 
reimbarked, and Heyered that. day and the 
next about this post. ‘This morning, the 
French fleet is seen off the south end of 
Guadalgupe, under easy sail,——Our loss, 
you will perceive by the returns [ have. the 
honour to transmit, was inconsiderable, when 
compared with that acknowledged by the 
enemy, which included several officers of 
rank, and 2bout three hundred others. I 
have the honour to be, &e. GEORGE 


Prevost. 




















From the Gen. of Division La Grange, &c. 
to his Ex. Gen. Prevost, Gc.-—Roseau, 
Fel, 25, 1805. | : 

The General of Division La Grange, Grand 
Officer of the Legion of Honour, Inspector 
General of the Gendarmerig, Commander in 
Chief of the Troops of the. Expedition to the 
Leeward Islands.—General,, Before. I com- 
mence any, military operations, against the 
fort, into which it appears.that you have re- 
tired, I shall fulfil preliminazy duty, au- 
thorised and practised by civilized nations.— 
You are aware, no. less than myself, of the 
nature of your position, 





inutility of occasioning any. on 
of blond. You wine i the 
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melancholy fate of the town of Roseau ; my 
first endeavours on entering. it were to issue 
orders for stopping the progress of the con- 
flagration ; but, unfortunately, considerable 
destruction had already taken place.—The 
want of necessaries is ever attended with the 
most cruel consequences, the evils of which 
can easily be calculated. ‘This consideration 
alone is more than sufficient, without refe- 
rence to the particular circumstances in which 
ou are placed, to induce you to accept the 
cache? conditions that I am ready to 
grant you, and thus to preserve the interest- 
ing inhabitants of this colony trom fresh ca- 
lamities, which are inseparable from the oc- 
currences of war.—I beg you, General, to 
make me anearly communication of your an- 
swer; and, in the mean time, to receive 
the assurance of the high consideration which 
I entertain for you. (Signed) La Grance. 


Prince Rupert's, Feb. 25. 


Sir,—I have had the honour to receive 
your letter. My duty to my King and coun- 
is so superior to every other considera- 
tion, that | have only to thank you for the 
observations you have been pleased to make 
on the often inevitable consequences of war. 
Give me leave, individually, to express the 
greatest gratitude for your humanity and kind 
treatment of my wife and children ; and, at 
the same time, to request a continuance 
thereof, not only to her and them, but to- 
wards every other object you may meet 

with.—I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Geo. Prevost. 


Return of the Killed and Wounded in the Ac- 
tions of the 22d of Fel. 1805, at Point Mi- 
chael, Morne Daniel, and Rosequ, in the 
Island of Dominica. 


Royal artillery.—3 rank and file wounded ; 
1 captain, 1 seryeant, and 6 rank and file, 
taken by the enemy.—40th regiment.—] ser- 
jeant, 1 drummer, and 10 rank and file, 
killed ; 1 captain and 7 rank and file, wound- 
ed.—Ist West-India regiment.—g rank and 
file, killed; 1 field-officer, 1 captain, and 8 
rank and file, wounded.—Total.—1 serjeant, 
‘1 drummer, and 19 rank and file, killed; 1 
field-officer, 2 captains, and 18 rank and 
file, wounded; 1 captain, } serjeant, and 6 
-rank and file, taken by the enemy. Offi- 
cers wounded.—Captain Colin Campbell, of 
-the 46th regiment.—Major Nunn and Cap- 
-tain. O'Connell, of the Ist West-India regi-_ 
-ment.—N. B. Three sailors wounded, ex- 
-clusive of the militia, from which no return 
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siderable. (Signed) James Prevosr, Majo 
of Brigade. 
; Saint Kitt's, March 8, 1805 
Sir,—I did myself the honour of writi 
to you on the 27th inst. by the mail-boat. 4 
say that intelligence had been received hers 
on that morning, of the arrival of a Frene 
force at Dominica, and the steps I had take 
to make such circumstances known to o 
vernment.—I lost no time in placing thi 
garrison in the best state to repel any attic 
that might be made by the enemy, and en 
creasing the provisions toa quantity sufficien 
to maintain a garrison of five hundred mer 
for three months, which was, by the exer 
tion of the Resident Commissary, effecte 
on the Ist inst.—I have now to inform you 
that on the morning of the 5th inst. a Frenc! 
squadron, consisting of five line of batt) 
ships (one a three-decker), three frigates 
two brigs of war, and a schooner, with (ac- 
cording to accounts since received) three 
thousand five hundred men on board, ap- 
peared off Nevis Point, and steed in for 


ed.—I did not think it consistent with the 
safety of this garrison, to divide the small 
force of regular troops under my command, 
and the militia being found inadequate iv 
give effectual opposition, it was previously 
agreed pwith President Woodley, that three 
hundred of them should be thrown into this 
garrison in the event of the enemy’s effecting 
a landing ; in consequence of which, the ene- 
my having landed about five hundred men 
at Basse Terre, he marched in here (with 
great prompntess) on the same day with the 
above five hundred men, including seamen 
and militia. The enemy took possession of 
the town, demanding the immediate pay- 
ment of forty thousand ds sterling, 
failure of which it should be burned. The 
inhabitants with great difficulty raised eigh- 
teen, with which sum they embarked, int'- 
mating an intention of attacking this hil, 
and, from the state of preparation we wert 
in, as well as the zeal’ shewn by the troops 
in this garrison, I have every reason to be- 
lieve that the result would have been such a 
you would wish. It does not appear, how- 
ever, that this squadron wish to attack where 
opposition may be expected, but to plunder 
the inhabitants and burn and oe Pa 
shipping. Six merchant ships, some © 

very. valuable, have been tied from the 
in Basse Terre; set on fire, avd 
allowed to drift to sea.—I have the honovr 





has been received, but whose loss was con- 
1 eeemenetemenmeenemnemntmneme tient ween eee 


to be, &c. (Signed) James Fosrsx, Majo", 


Itth regiment. 
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Basse Terre, where the frigates only anchor-@ 





